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Abstract:

Rumors between individuals in Egypt in the light of papyrus
documents from the Ptolemaic and Roman eras

Rumors are not something strange or rejected by all societies,
and if that was the case, rumors would have disappeared since ancient
times, and they would not have found suitable soil in which to grow
and continue to survive, from the first human gatherings to the present
day. If specialized studies cannot identify the first roots of rumor, there
IS no doubt that the dissemination of rumors in the past has derived its
strength from the primitive means of transmitting information, which
relied mainly on the transmission of information orally (from mouth to
mouth), which had an impact on the rapid spread of rumors among
individuals.

The study aims to shed light on the rumors that were circulated
among individuals from the common people in Egypt during the
Ptolemaic and Roman eras, and the study does not deal with political
rumors and related matters of governance among the intellectual elite in
society at the time; it needs independent studies. Rumors between
individuals are dealt with in the light of the papyrus documents
available to the researcher; therefore, the divisions of the study and the
method of narration proceed within a certain framework, limited to the
information provided by the papyrus documents, which are in their
entirety few and brief in many matters, unlike source studies on the
same subject, whether in Greece or Rome, which are characterized by
the abundance of historical materials and the ease of access,
classification and formulation, as well as its answer to many questions
that papyrus documents are silent about. The study is also interested in
dealing with the impact of these rumors on individuals, and the various
attitudes of individuals in responding to them, and trying to remove
their negative effects.
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® Ibid, LL.3-4. g[i]ogkouicOny mpd[¢ 10] modiov &H¢ mot’ movvdumv, Kol

£0pov oDTOV Kol PEL” dyedoiog d[t]axeipevov.

®) |bid, LL.4-5. AN [1][kovov pot v Opdoay éxeivov AvnsicOat.

19 |bid, LL.5-6. GAN gmumapoayevopevog Oloumyog &on avto[v] tomtey

Gompov Tou[oe]v.

@ |bid, L.6. § memo[{]niev 6¢ §idn oxed0[v] v edmpen[q]c d&opon.

12) Ibid, LL.6-9. 0dv cov kai iketedw &moTpoeiy Tomcasol Tepl TovTOV
Kol dvayysithor Amorldoviot 6v [tva] tpomov pov vPplduevov 1o
modiov dwatetédekev L' Olvpmyyod o¢g kol Thg voécov t[od] TOV
petaitiov yeyevioOat.

VOO [a¥e¥Y s (Af) amd)



Obdetbis (i ML S /3

@3) pP.Oxy. XIl 1481, Letter of a Soldier to his Mother, AD 100 - 125,
Oxyrhynchus.

Ibid, LL.2-4. ywookew ofe] 0éhm Ot o T0600TOL YPOVOL OVK
Améotodkd oot €motoAov 00Tt &v mopesuPoAl] sl kol od O

(14)

acOéve[t]av.

@) |bid, L.4. Gote un Avmod.

1) |bid, LL.4-5. Mav &’ éhomhfny édkovooc 8Tt fikovoag.

@7 1bid, LL.5-6. péugopat 8& Tov elmovia cot.

@ |bid, L.5.

19 p.Oxy. LXXIII 4959, Letter of Ammonius to his Parents, AD 100 - 199,
Oxyrhynchos.

@) |bid, LL.3-5.

@ Ibid, LL.5-6.

@2 |bid, LL.6-8. & todc Oeodc ovtiic Gpac GvélaPev kol Téheov
GVEKTNOOTO.

@) Ibid, LL.8-10. dote koi Aovoashot aOTRG €Kelvng Thg NUEPOS Kal pUNdEV

11 aDTd1 TOD oVUPAVTOC EyKOTAAEILLO ETVOL.

@9 |bid, LL.3-5. gEnprel pev kai 1o Oémvog Tod adelpod ypaupoto St GV
buew €dMov OtL yoyudt Anebeic €k —Pdabovg kol EkAvoetl Tod
GMOUATOGC.

@ 1pid, LL.11-12.

@) |bid, LL.10-12.

@7 Ibid, LL.12-15.

@9 Ibid, LL.15-17.

@9 SB. XVIII 13867 = P.Haun. Il 14 und 15 = P.Mich. XIV 679, Privatbrief,
lInd century A.D., (?).

OIS G sallas o s S bl (A Joaalil) (e 88 8 e ladl) i a5 ()

O bl Jainall e s (W) (30) 4 o o VL 2 3 5 cailiaal aal o Ua ) sie

B 48l ¢ gy Atiige ) G tLeal COISEL 8 (5 AY) o il 5 8 G gaallay

)y Aalall a5 gl
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