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Abstract

Of all classic Arab characters, Zarqa Al-Yamama
commanded the highest interest of contemporary Arab poets. In
his poem " Zarga Al-Yamama', |zz—Eddine Al-Manasra uses this
character as a holistic symbol which informs not only the
structure of the poem but its semantics as well. While Amal
Dunqul in his poem " Weeping in the presence of Zarqa Al-
Yamama' makes of her an epitome of the post-1967 era in
which the Arabs were defeated by Israel.

This study aims at exploring in contemporary Arabic poetry
the various figurations of this character herself and similar female
visionaries whose prophecies were discredited by their closest
Kith and Kin. The importance of the present study lies in that it
examines the imaginative articulation of the symbolic value of
Zarga Al-Yamama's prophetic powers by contemporary Arab

poets.
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