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Abstract:

The science of Defective Tradition is considered as one of the most
important sciences of criticism that deals with the subtlities of the
misconceptions about the Hadith. Critics were much concerned about this
science, exerted a lot of efforts in this area and followed an original and
precise methodology in dealing with it. The present study came as an
application to the value of the Defective Tradition Approach in critics through
a critical study of Hadith that deals with the issue of wiping over the footwear
in the book of Ibn Abi Hatim to show the methodology, define the defect,
authenticate the issue and compare between the critics. The study reached
some conclusions: the critical study is important, the defect in the issue is due
narrator-to-narrator substitution, the cause of the preponderance of one
narration over the other is being most recurrent or most authentic, the critics
share some of the views though they may sometimes disagree among
themselves, and they might regard the narration as defect just because of a
defect in the character of the narrator. The study recommends the
continuation of such critical studies to cognize the importance of application
in the science of Defective Tradition.

Keywords: Hadith defects, wiping on the footwear, hadith of Hudhaifa and
al-Mughira
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