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The Role of Kindergarten in Developing the Life
Skills of a Child: A Field Study

Mona Mustafa Hassan Hagrass
Lecturer of Sociology - Horus University
Abstract

The aim of the current research is to identify the importance of
kindergarten in early childhood, to reveal the characteristics of the life skills of
the kindergarten child, and to monitor the role of the kindergarten teacher in
teaching life skills. The research was applied on teachers and educators in
kindergartens in Damietta Governorate; the total sample was (139) female
teachers. The results showed the importance of the kindergarten institution in the
early childhood stage. Such a stage helps children grow in a healthy way whether
physically, intellectually, linguistically, morally,or socially. It helps the child
form basic concepts and skills through experimentation, practice, and play. It
also provides children at an early age with the values, attitudes, and principles
that their society believes in. The research results also indicated the most
important life skills that a child acquires in the kindergarten stage. What comes
in the first place is the skill of taking responsibility. In the second place come
the skills of creative thinking, and in the third place is the problem-solving skill.
It was also clear from the results the importance of the role of the kindergarten
teacher in developing life skills; training the child in the basic skills that help
him learn; providing appropriate opportunities for the child to express
himself/herself in various forms; and training the child to express an opinion
concerning problems and to ask questions. In addition, the kindergarten teacher
train the child to search for positive solutions, to cooperate with the teacher and
his peers in the kindergarten, to discuss, and to establish a calm dialogue
concerning topics related to community issues.
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