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Abstract

Schweitzer asserts that the governing principle of consciousness is the
"will to live™; We value our existence and want to enhance our desire to
live. But at the same time, we must embrace the nihilistic truth that we,
as mortals, will one day die. A rational being must accept the fact that his
life depends on cosmic conditions and biological facts beyond his
control. One stands in a precarious position; there is an antagonistic
tension between the self-conscious person and the physical universe that
will age and die. This is the duality of sanctifying life. Man has two
options, either to retreat to an unsafe life with the consequences of selfish
self-seeking, or to meditate further to discover that during the time we
possess, we acquire a unique spiritual freedom that arises from our
awareness of our motives and actions. And when the will of the pre-
rational life overcomes the mind which has become resigned to the fact
that we are forbidden to immortality, at this moment we discover that
within each of us there is a change, an inner power, which rises above the
vicissitudes with which [cosmic] events attack us. This person has
transcended mere surrender and is now discovering a new state of being,
in which surrendering to the will to live leads to the first virtues, which
is "fidelity™. It is here that man is now determined to live faithfully and
honor his will to live by the only way left to him; he ought to devote his
life to cherishing the lives of others, all the others, for | know that they
long for fullness and development as deeply as | do.
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