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Songs as one of the Sources for Writing History:
Chanson d'Antioche from the Era of the Crusades as an Example
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Songs as one of the Sources for Writing History:
Chanson d'Antioche from the Era of the Crusades as an Example

Abstract

In a society where illiteracy was prevalent in the same way that prevailed in
medieval Europe, it is not possible to rely on the written word alone, but rather on the
audible word which has a prominent role and an effective focus in conveying and
narrating events among people. Hence, popular poetry and songs were a media alternative
imposed by the prevailing reality. The Hymn of Antioch is considered an epic type whose
author is not known with certainty, and an explanation is given at the beginning of the
song for the lack of clarity in the identity of its author. The poem revolves around the
events of the First Crusade from the beginning until the fall of the Emirate of Antioch
into the hands of the Crusaders. In an attempt to evaluate the role of the song as a source
of the history of the Crusades, the points in which what was stated contradicted what was
stated in the written historical sources are monitored on the one hand; and the points in
which what was stated agreed with what was reported in those historical sources are
monitored, on the other hand.
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Chanson d' Antioche: An Old French Account of the First"Crusade, Crusade Texts

in Translation, trans. by Edgington, Susan and Sweetenham, Carol, (Ashgate Publishing
Group, Farnham, Surrey, GBR, 2011).
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