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The Jewish role in Trans-Saharan trade during the Islamic era

Between claim and historical truth

Abstract:

It 1s known among specialists in the history of the Sudanese Islamic kingdoms
in sub-Saharan Africa during the Islamic era (particularly the kingdoms of western
Sudan) that trans-Saharan trade was the decisive factor in the history and civilization
of those kingdoms. Rather, this commercial activity was the fruit of the spread of
Islam among the Sudanese peoples, thanks to The efforts of Muslim merchants,
especially the Moroccans, who traveled to the desert with caravans towards the
Sudanese kingdoms, bringing with them not only their goods, but also their cultures
and civilization. Thanks to this thriving commercial activity, the Sudanese kingdoms
knew a civilized prosperity witnessed by the Islamic sources, thanks to which we
know the history of those kingdoms. Despite this, some researchers believe that the
Jews competed with Muslim merchants in trade across the desert, and even
controlled the reins of that trade. Therefore, this research seeks to discuss this topic,
and to examine the evidence of those who claim the influential role of the Jews in
the trans-Saharan trade, to refute and discuss this evidence, and to present the views
of some Western historians regarding that thesis, and finally we conclude this
research by talking about the limits of the participation of the Jews in the trans-
Saharan trade.

Key words: Trans-Saharan trade, Jews, Western Sudan.
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Berbéres, Archives Marocaines Publication De La Mission Scientifique du Maroc, Paris, 1906,
Volume XIV, pp.334, 335.
® Slousch: Etude sur I'histoire des juifs au Maroc, p.67, Slousch: Hébraeo-Phéniciens, pp.334,
335.
® Monteil, Ch.: Problemes du Soudan Occidental, p.275, Villiams, Joseph: Hebrewisms of West
Africa from Nile to Niger with the Jews, Delhi university press, 1930, p.228, Vindsor, Rudolph,
R: From Babylon to Timbuktu: a history of the ancient black races including the black Hebrews,
Lushena Books, USA, 19" Printing, 2003, p.92.

) Slousch: Etude sur I'histoire des juifs, p.67, Slousch: Hébraeo-Phéniciens, pp.334, 335.
© Slousch: Hébraeo-Phéniciens, p.432.
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@ Slousch, Nahum: Etude sur I'histoire des juifs au Maroc, p.69.
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® Slousch, Nahum: Etude sur I'histoire des juifs au Maroc, p.70.
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(™ Oliel, Jacob: les Juifs au Sahara le Touat au moyen age, Paris, 1994, p.121.

® Slousch, Nahum: Travels in North Africa, The Jewish publication society of America,
Philadelphia, 1927, p. 344, Windsor, Rudolph: Op.cit, p.89.

ny



LS daaa Glad Jhay o AY XYY Ll (YA) )

QIS Gag elagud) Dy A 3sgall (ylaall oall a<55 4T Aol Jgmgn (hishs pial (AN Julal)
el Jia dope Jiail iy Aol @l gly (lagally ehaall (b dapill Lasgll 2all JBT 25ag
Gl 138 e 3yl ay Casus (a) €217 [aA=Y ) Leao )l dgm A eclsi b Bagagall
Lol @leal

a3 ey 5 _lenind a5 5 Alfred Georges Paul Martin (i)l J s zosa 2dll aag
22535 25gall Jgag dng Y (agaal) Cullh - i dal sia 4ol maall cilad gl dalaie a2k o b
clgi (Bihgh daghanall cilalgll g 4dlie BV 0A ale Gaaad Gua (Glaguall Dl slaall
D Al @ls asga 528 e "Les Qasis Sahariennes (Gourara-Touat-Tidikelt) cl<ias
lsae g ¢a) £9Y [2AAY Ll Ll o SI die 0 desa Gl aania Ll Sl dlead) Ao ¢lagud)
A b AT 1500 Dl Gy Allly g5 . (llia (gylaall Tlaall 8

Lo _sa5— Delafosse, Maurice _98Y 92 o a 9¢d Led lgagag Z‘AJJL‘Y‘ Al 1555 e 22l L

Aol b S VY Gle b daail) Jon ool 2yl (53— aslsng i dlley cwih (glanial Jsiv
Jsi 2y 3 ("Haut-Sénégal-Niger (Soudan francais) ((idll Glagudl) saedl) —Jladud)
Caleall 3sadl) oW O ) Candg dna iia) aiShc cuall Glagad) Sl 3ges ias Jsaas 4ubilisg!
Aallaindl Uigh dilaie 8 aliall pgy iiuls )3n jSae oy b dabaial) el ) dsheas agily g 15308
le djshalisal wse ¢ @A] Tali ey ¢ Aol Ol Ll e (Ogppnd) 25el) $Ysa analy
ae) LS L anased) Ml ae AVl Al 4lin o atiiasd Gugilsa aal a8y o Gl i
693 e Dal cpdie s iV e (7 sl 083 Ll 130a) 135g 15318 Jil6Y1 Ble A€ ol Lusiy
@lad s e Jaih Eaaaty ol (asilsd Ol 3gas - (Vasull Bagl) U8 Aile IpaSa ol ¢olimnll 5)
S aly Ll ASlan a5 Al ged) lllaall aal (e Banly o agl b 3585 Sgass aia Lails 2560l
Ale aSlea Ll yng ASlaal) o3gs (g5 Laily ¢ Glagad) Dl ASlaal 5gal) Gasndls (o dliligl AllE Lay

(M Travels in North Africa, p.345, Windsor, Rudolph: Op.cit, pp.92, 93, 118.
@ paul Martin, Alfred Georges: Les Oasis Sahariennes (Gourara-Touat-Tidikelt), Paris, 1908,
Deuxiéme Partie, pp.186, 187.
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() Hebrewisms of West Africa, p.228, Windsor, Rudolph: Op.cit, p.89, 93, Parfitt, Tudor: Black
Jews in Africa and the Americas, Harvard university press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, London,
2013, p.203..

@ Godbey, Allen: The lost tribes a myth, Duke university press, 1930, p.256.
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() Godbey, Allen: Op.cit, p.246, Windsor, Rudolph: Op.cit, pp.116, 124, Roth, Cecil: A History
the Marranos, The Jewish publication society of America, Philadelphia, 1932, p.55, Seibert,
Gerhard: 500 years of the manuscript of Valentim Fernandes, a Moravian book printer in Lisbon,
In: Cieszynska, Beata Elzbieta (Ed): Iberian and Slavonic Cultures: Contact and Comparison,
Compares, Lisbon, 2007, p.85.

@ Godbey, Allen: Op.cit, pp.246-247, Windsor, Rudolph: Op.cit, p.115.

® Godbey, Allen: Op.cit, pp.246-247, Monteil, Ch.: Op.cit, pp.269, 270, Windsor, Rudolph Op.cit,
p.116.

® Problemes du Soudan Occidental, p.275.

©) 1bid, pp.269, 270.
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() Monteil, Ch.: Op.cit, p.272.
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Le Bassin du Niger, Extrait du Bulletin de la section de géographie, Paris, 1918, pp.15, 17, Oliel,
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(M Windsor: Op.cit, p.116.

@ 1bid, pp.116, 124,

©) Abitbol, Michel: Juifs Maghrébins Et Commerce Transsaharien Du Ville Au XVE SIECLE,
Revue francaise d'histoire d'outre-mer, tome 66, n°242-243, ler et 2e trimestres 1979, p.181.

) Ibid, p.182.

©) 1bid, p. 192, BA, Idrissa: La problématique de la présence juive au Sahara et au Soudan d'aprés
Jean Léon I'Africain, Outre-Mers, T. 94, N° 350-351, 2006, p.263.
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() Abitbol, Michel: Op.cit, pp.187, 188.
@) Ibid, p.189.
©) Oliel, Jacob: Juifs et Noirs, p.27.
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® Oliel, Jacob: Juifs et Noirs, p.28.
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(M Qliel, Jacob: Juifs et Noirs, p.29.

@ 1bid, p.30.

® Oliel, Jacob: Les Juifs au Sahara: Le Touat au Moyen &ge, p.121, Leriche, Albert: Op.cit, p.738.
) Oliel, Jacob: les Juifs au Sahara: le Touat au moyen age, pp.87-89, Oliel,: Juifs au Sahara, p.2.

) Oliel, Jacob: Les Juifs Au Sahara: le Touat au moyen age, pp.121, 122.
© 1bid, p.145.
(™ Oliel: Juifs et Noirs, p.2.
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(M QOliel: Juifs et Noirs, pp.2,3.

(2) Akadem: Le campus numérique juif: https://akadem.org/fiche_conferencier.php?id=24818

® Ba, Idrissa: Continuité ou discontinuité de la présence juive a Walata et dans le Sahel ouest-
africain du XVe au X1Xe siecle, Outre-Mers, T. 96, N° 358-359, 2008, p.184, Benson, Tony: Jews
in Timbuktu, The Testimony Magazine, January, 30, 2000, p.30.

® Haidara, Ismael Diadié: Op.cit, pp.22-33, Levi, Janice: Op.cit, p.116.

) BA, Idrissa: La problématique de la présence juive au Sahara, pp.258, 259.
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() Haidara, Ismael Diadié: Op.cit, p.29.

@ Andriamirado, Sennen: Juifs, noirs, et maliens, Jeune Afrique 1879 (814 January), 1997, p.21.
® Bruder, Edith: The Black Jews of Africa: History, Religion, Identity, Oxford university press,
New York, 2008, pp. 110-111.
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Fernandes: Description de la cote occidentale d'Afrique, Th. Monod, A. Teixeira da Mota et R.

Mauny, Centro de Estudos da Guiné Portuguesa, 1951, pp. 53, 136, Ba, Idrissa: Continuité ou

discontinuité de la présence juive a Walata, p.152.

) Fernandes: Op.cit, pp. 53, 136.

© 1bid, p. 85, Ba, Idrissa: Continuité ou discontinuité de la présence juive a Walata, p.153.

(™ Prussin, Labelle: Judaic threads in the West African tapestry: No More Foreever?, The Art

Bulletin, Vol. 88, No. 2, Jun., 2006, pp. 339, 340, Ba, Idrissa: Continuité ou discontinuité de la

présence juive a Walata, p. 176.

e
ayo




LS daaa Glad Jhay o AY XYY Ll (YA) )

Llaills lelae s @S (8 Laphiiuly Wl (e 3seal) Y] Gans Bas Liagaady (oal) Glagull
el ge il Gendl gy (Maynn Ase pimsar 39l il &lgys (Vebaall e gl
Dy sharall dusial) Al ) xial 35eal) slglasal 0l pess il Cilas il c25gall 2ens LY
LDl ol DY) (o sy 3sgall e eladll e LGl a0 67 L ad) s

Oe el Laily cehasall e 25edl (laall Hoall e Epaall dyan &S W) A (S
sl G Cnaadly il Glileally ¢ ol Glasad) Dby (8 Laseal) disel) malia B Cunil)
il aginsa 198a] agil lasall DU A 35l e ilaglaall 531 &y Llale (8 5500
D alglaca s 2l (e agdsd o Aule V) sage Syl ) aelsad Isiledy

L] e clgd g l) Alaje IS dag b3 Gaagaall Leila ) ALY IS Gan Lee el
Al ) ) s o) Aol dusad 8 Cpmg pall Bapaall ALY jeanig s yall @l DA AN e
sasaills JY o) redllly colille guighil (gyiall jalll dllay JYSY) Sl ¢ oY)
Vi) 5ed ua¥ly Gualdd) Jalal) Ll eghiad) 3565 OY i) 8 gyl Julal) Jicig cAgalalal)
 pilijh olls g
Pelasall e Bladl b asgal) o AU £y A aia -Gl

o sedl Cilag) Allicay Tawi 13 g ¢Lginanl oo Lgiiling A1) o8 2383 Cagus
dudsgall ahagdl JYaiuy) -

Jabs ol Lo Y cilialidl yma cad) Glasedl D (N Lager Shas Jgeas oo Cuaall dlay

3542 8ad Jon 4nbili gl aclyal danilld (i) BY) cluhall o) de sudaall of ddaghadall joleaall b elsu
356l I gy i Uiklaa L) 4 2380 ol Sy ) Jalimalls ooall Glagadd) Db M ud 35en5 e
alug asle ) Lo dll Jou)y g0 ageas 2 35l OF (Ao jaliadd) o3 aens Laify U @l )

(D Levi, Janice: Op.cit, pp.111, 116.

@ lbid, p.117.

® 1bid, pp.120, 121.

® Hunwick, John: Shari‘a in Songhay: The replies of Al-Maghili to the questions of Askia Al-
Hajj Muhammad, Published for the British Academy by the Oxford University Press, Oxford,
1985, p.42, Levi, Janice: Op.cit, p.121.

) Levi, Janice: Op.cit, p.112.

© 1bid, p.113.
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