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“Efforts of Polish King Casimir Il in Countering
the Phenomenon of Peasant Flight from Their
Villages”

(1333-1370)

Abstract:

This research paper sheds light on one of the social and
economic phenomena that were widespread in the kingdom of
Poland in the middle ages, namely the phenomenon of the flight
of Polish peasants from their villages, and the efforts made by
Polish King Casimir 11l to overcome it, as this monarch reigned
in the kingdom of Poland from 1333 to 1370, and due to the
great works he did inside and outside the kingdom, historians
have called him the "great", the only one among the Kings of
Poland who received this title. The efforts made by this Polish
monarch to counter that phenomenon took two different forms:
the first was his use of severity and rigor to restrict the exit of
Polish peasants from their villages, and the second was his
standing by them to eliminate - or at least alleviate - the reasons
that led to their flight from their villages. The research concluded
that, after all, the Polish ruler Casimir Il was able to
successfully cope with this phenomenon. The researcher used
both the descriptive method and the historical method in
completing this research, in terms of collecting scientific
material from various sources and references, then analyzing it
and deriving results from it.

Keywords: Polish peasants; villages; escape; Kingdom of
Poland; King Casimir I11; feudal lord; Laws.
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65.
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Dunphy G.& Bratu C.,(Eds.).,The Encyclopedia of the Medieval Chronicle,
Vol.2,(Boston 2010),p.904.
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Poloniae:an English abridgement, by Maurice Michael; with a commentary by Paul
Smith, (UK 1997).
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by: Manon, (2009),p.5.; Haines S.,Poland: A Thousand Springtimes,( University of
Kansas Libraries 2014), p.62.

(") Weglewski J., Statutum Vislicense sive jus civile Polonorum antiquum, Part
Prior:dissertatio inauguralis,(Vratislaviae 1854),p.14.;Volumina Legum: Przedruk
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1793,Vol.1,(Petersburg 1859),p.15.;Hube R.,Prawo polskie w 14tym wieku
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J.,The History of Poland, From the Earliest Period to the Present Time, with a
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(M1bid., ann.1362, p.311.
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(™) Loc.Cit.;Jasienica P.,Piast Poland,American Institute of Polish Culture, (1985),
p.237.

("“Szadurski G. M., An Epitome of the History of Poland, Comprising the History
of religion in Poland, and a sketch of the Polish kings : Illustrated with a Map of
Europe, showing the boundaries of Ancient Poland; and a Chronological table of the
Polish kings, Vol.1, (1842),pp.126-127.

(Y Dlugosz J.,The Annals,ann.1370,p.322.

(") Brueggeney X O.,De Rusticorum,p.19.
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(") Lardner D., The cabinet cyclopaedia ,Vol. 20, pp.93-94.
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) Loc.Cit.
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() Nougaret P.J.B.Beautés de I'histoire,pp.150-151.;Jasienica P.,Piast Poland,p.
p.236.

(") Bardach J.,and Others, Historia pafistwa i prawa Polski:Bardach,J.Do polowy xv
wieku,(Panstwowe Wydawn.Naukowe 1964), pp.34-36.
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(") Bardach J.,and Others,Historia panstwa,pp.39-42.;Baranowski I.T., Krotki zarys
dziejow wsi polskiej,( Warszawie 1917),p.12.
(" Helcel A.Z.,“Restriction “,dans, AM D P,T.1,p.3.
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Brueggeney X O.,De Rusticorum,p.8.

() Lelewel J.,Essai Historique sur la législation Polonaise, civile et criminelle,
jusqu'au temps des Jagellons, depuis 1'année 930 jusqu'en 1430, (Paris 1830),p.67.;
Fletcher J., The History of Poland,p.36.

(Y Lardner D., The cabinet Cyclopaedia,Vol.20,p.93.;Slocombe G., A history of
Poland,(New York 1939),p.67.
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(" Saxton L.C., Fall of Poland: Containing an Analytical and a Philosophical
Account of the Causes which Conspired in the Ruin of that Nation, with a History of
the Country from Its Origin, Vol.1,( New York 1851 ),p.240.

(" Helcel A.Z., “Restriction “, dans, A M D P,T.1,p.3.; Saxton L. C., Fall of Poland
,Vol.1,p.240.

*9 Saxton L. C., Loc.Cit.

* M.P.H., Vol. 1, Bielowski A. (Ed.), (Lwow, 1864),p. 408.
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Sanford G.,Historical Dictionary,p.116.
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Kelly J. N. D., The Oxford Dictionary, pp.189-190.

() Pauk M.R.,“Lords and Peasants: Polish Society and Economy in Transition”,In,

Writing History in Medieval Poland: Bishop Vincentius of Cracow and the Chronica

Polonorum, ed: by Darius von Guttner-Sporzynski, Cursor 28,(Turnhout: Brepols
2017), p.284.
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() Gallus A., Gesta principum Polonorum: The Deeds of the Princes of the Poles ,
Translated and annotated by: Paul W. Knoll & Frank Schaer,Central European
Medieval Texts ,Vol.3,( New York 2003) ,p.58.

21 0a e eulanadl 2l cosl) de Jsupll e (558l 2 ¢
(") Eder J.K.,Observationes critice,p.44.
(" Ruel J.L.Concilia illustrate,per Ecclesiasticae Historiae,ex veterum
Fastis,approbatis codicibus,etc.etc.quotquot ab Apostolorum tempore ad nostrum
usque aetatem extount,(Noribergae 1675),p.351.
(Y Konarski M., “Legal Issues”, in, R E C L, Vol. 3,No. 38,p. 26.;Guzowski P.,”
Demographic conditions of the functioning of peasant families at the turn of the
Middle Ages”,In, R D S G, Vol.73,(2013), p.9.
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