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Abstract:

This paper aims to study and publish a new collection of Metal Gospels’ caskets,
which is known also by Gospels’ boxes. This collection has not been published before.
This group of Gospels’ caskets, which date bake to the AD 18-20" centuries/ H 12—
14" centuries, are kept at some of Tanta’s churches, namely: St. George Perma,
Virgin Mary Abyar, Archangel Michel Sebirbai, in Tanta Metropole. In general, these
Gospels’ caskets have been denoted by Coptic notables, so it shed light on some
aspects of the social life of Coptic notables and their role in restoring and renewing
the Coptic churches and monasteries. On the other hand, these objects have different
types of decoration and ornamental, some of which bear ottoman features, and other
19th century. For the dating system, some of this group have been dated by the hijra
calendar or Coptic calendar, and the rest undated; but we could date it by comparing
with other dated objects that have the same characteristics. Three of these Gospels’
caskets belong to the Ottoman period and are very rich in ornamental and artistic
features, which could be of help to identify some elements of the Ottoman art, and
how were represented in the Coptic art. This study has to axes, first is descriptive, by
which | will describe the objects, its material, date, and place, then detailed description
of the different types of decoration and ornament. The second axis is analytical, which
deals in details with the analysis of these types, and a comparison with other similar
objects kept at different museums and churches. To do this, | have made a survey of
all Gospels’ caskets, as far as | can, to elaborate the features of the objects | study.
However, this study is a sort of step toward a long journey of studies of the Coptic art
history in Ottoman era in particular, and the history of the Coptic churches and

monasteries in general.

Key words: gospels’ caskets, notable, Perma, Sebirbai, Abyar, metal works,

Coptic art
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