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The Secret Interpretations of the Quran A Study in the Theory of the Quranic

Interpretations According to Isma'ilism
Abstract

Depending on the principle of closeted worship corner (AlTaqiyya), Isma'ilism . since it was
established . followed the way of the secret missionary (Dawa'( , trying to avoid the clash with
its religious and political opponents. Consequently, the Ismaili books are divided into what is
called (exoteric (Zahir) books). which come agreeable with the public attitudes of Muslims.
and the esoteric (Batin) books which include the true thought for Isma'ilism. In these books

they address the special group meant by their missionary goals (Dawa).

Some of the Quranic interpretations (of the secret books) belong to the Ismaili missionaries
such as the interpretation of Mezaj Al. Tasneem by Dia EI. Deen Esmail Ibn Hibatallah's (died
in the 5th century of Hijra ), Ketabe Al Kashfe by Jafar Ibn Mansoor's (died in the 5th century
of Hijra). For keeping the secrecy of their interpretations, Ismailis followed many ways, the most
important of which is the secret writing, using special symbols. Those symbols have helped the
interpreter to write some words of interpretation in a secret way. No one can know their

meanings except he who is acquainted with the rules of that secret writing and its symbols.

Through the Ismaili interpretations, the research tries to define the secret attitudes toward the
interpretation of the Quran, to introduce analysis to serve its motives and mechanisms and to
show the most important elements of its code. It also contemplates the interpretation theory
which takes as its basis “the like and the likened” duality. Form this theory it launches the
exoteric interpretation of the holy Quran which ultimately represents a picture of the Ismaili

faith.

Key Words

The secret interpretations — the secret books — the theory of interpretation— Isma'ilism — Ketabe

Al Kashfe - Mezaj Al Tasneem.
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