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The Religious and Worldly Role of Nails in Ancient Egypt.
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Abstract:

The ancient Egyptians, whether men, women, or even
children, had a clear interest in nails. They appeared in scenes
cutting, filing, or painting nails. Sometimes, nails appeared
without painting but kept cut and filed. It is noticed that the
process of cutting and caring for nails came, in many tombs of
the Old Kingdom, along with the process of cutting hair as
both were associated with renewal and, thus, rebirth.
Accordingly, cutting nails was associated with cleanliness and
purity in Ancient Egypt. The white color confirmed that
matter. This is what might be indicated in some of the
Pyramids Texts, Coffin Texts, and the Book of the Dead. The
red color of the nails might be the result of immersing them in
the “myrrh” gym during mummification. In general, the shape,
length, and color of the nails were related to the man’s status
and position, Like other parts of the body, nails were
associated with many deities which was a common
association in the ancient Egyptian religion whose aim was
healing or protecting the different parts of the body. Nails
were also associated with the conflict myth since they were
one of the tools used by Isis to cut the umbilical cord of the
newborn “Horus” and, consequently, rid him of filth to
become pure.
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