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ABSTRACT

This research sought to identify the features of development and cultural
policies in the Egyptian society, starting from Muhammad Ali’s cultural
renaissance era and until now, standing on specific historical periods and factors
that served in achieving renaissance in the cultural field or caused its
deterioration. These factors vary from one historical stage to another according
to the societal context and the followed policies. This paper used the socio-
historical analysis method; being divided into several elements according to the
historical stages of cultural development, being interpreted from Habermas, and
Zygmunt Baumann's points of view of culture in the age of fluid modernity.

This paper revealed that the latent capacities in Egyptian society led to
renaissance in the nineteenth century. The Egyptian intellectual also carried the
banner of renaissance and cultural modernization in the Egyptian society. So,
the combination of different cultural elements led to a cultural shift in that
period within the framework of the general policies taken by Muhammad Ali to

develop all systems in the society.The general policies adopted by Gamal Abdel Nasser,
and his recognition of the importance of culture, helped to integrate the cultural dimension
into development, which contributed to the establishment of an organizational and skeletal
structure of the Ministry of Culture, and development of clear cultural policies, which led to
flourishing of the cultural field at that stage. Nevertheless, the structural transformations that
Anwar Sadat pursued and worked with, and their consequences that exacerbated during
Mubarak era, led to deterioration of the cultural field with its various institutions and sectors.

Keywords: Culture — Development - Cultural Development.
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