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Abstract:

This study relied mainly on British documents from the British Foreign Office, supported by some Arab
sources. The study deals with Kuwait’s position on internal turmoil and disputes over power in Bahrain since the
founding of Bahrain in 1873, until 1915, the year in which Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah, founder of the State of
Kuwait died. The study shows how British policy (the political agent in Bahrain and the British Government of
India) exploited the conflicts between some members of the ruling family in Bahrain, in confirmation of the
ancient colonial principle, divide and rule, with the aim of controlling this strategic island. The study focuses on
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah’s position on the dispute between Sheikh Issa and his cousin Sheikh Nasser bin
Mubarak, then Sheikh Mubarak’s role in resolving the dispute between Sheikh Ali bin Ahmed Al Khalifa and
Sheikh Issa, the ruler of Bahrain. The Sheikh of Kuwait represented at this stage the thinking of calm mind, as
the feeling of the Arab brotherhood between him and the rulers of Bahrain is what dictated this behavior, and the
study confirms in its conclusion that this positive role of the Kuwaiti sheikhs since the beginning of the
establishment of the State of Bahrain is a model to be followed to strengthen the bonds of brotherhood and
kinship between the two parties, which is what It was embodied in the idea of establishing the Organization of
the Gulf Cooperation Council in 1981 at the suggestion of the late ruler of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-

Sabah.
key words:Kuwait and Bahrain Relationship - Ruling Families Conflicts - Diplomatic Efforts.
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2 I0R/R/15/1/732, Selections from the Records of the Bombay Government, Bombay, 1856, "Extracts from

Brief Notes, containing Historical and other Information connected with the Province of Oman, Muskat and
the adjoining country; the Islands of Bahrain, Ormus, Kishm, and Karrack; and other Ports and Places in
the Persian Gulf’, Prepared, in the year 1818, by Captain R Taylor, Assistant Political Agent in Turkish
Arabia Pp 1-40, p 28
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7 10R/R/15/1/732, Selections from the Records of the Bombay Government, Bombay, 1856, “ Historical

sketch of the Uttoobe Tribes of Arabs (Bahrain) from the Year 1716 to the year 1817”, Prepared by Mr
Francis Warden, Member of Council at Bombay, with continuation of the same, from the year 1817 to the
close of the year 1831, by Lieutenant S Hennell: from 1823 to August 1844, by Lieutenant A B Kemball;
and from the latter period to the close of the year 1853, by Lieutenant H F Disbrowe; successive
Assistances to the Resident in the Persian Gulf, pp 361 — 425, p 364

8 IOR/R/15/1/732, Selections from the Records of the Bombay Government, Bombay, 1856, Historical sketch

of the Uttoobe Tribes of Arabs (Bahrain) from the Year 1716 to the year 1817, Prepared by Mr Francis
Warden, p 365
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22 10R/R/15/1/732, Selections from the Records of the Bombay Government, Bombay, 1856, « Further
Continuation of the Preceding, to the Year 1844”, By Lieutenant A R Kemball, pp 382-407, p 385
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24 IOR/R/15/1/732, Selections from the Records of the Bombay Government, Bombay, 1856, “ Further
Continuation of the Preceding, to the Year 1844”, By Lieutenant A R Kemball, 382-407, pp 399- 400
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Political Agent of Kuwait, 8th January, 1908
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