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Abstract

The study focuses on the documented and publication
of six magic bowls preserved at the Egyptian
Geographical Society Museum in Cairo. The study
includes reading the inscriptions on them and
analyzing their contents, , and showed their diversity
which include Quranic verses, supplications, the
names of Allah, registration inscriptions, talismanic
inscriptions, and magical squares. The study provides
a dating of the magic bowls by comparing them with
a group of bowls published in a previous study. The
study also reveals that some bowls contain the names
of diseases believed to be treated by the bowl and
some indicate the method of using the bowl. In some
cases, the name of the patient for whom the bowl was
made can be found on the bowl. Additionally, the
study provides an explanation for some of the
talismans found on the magic bowls.
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Research importance:

The study showed the diversity of magic bowls in the museum of the Egyptian
geographical society in Cairo and the multiplicity of their purposes and the materials
from which they were made .The study also shows the variety of Islamic art
collections in the Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society which was
established by Khedive Ismail in 1875 AD.

Research aims:

- The research aims to study and publish six magic bowls preserved in the Museum
of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo.

-The study also aims to read the inscriptions contained on it, analyze its contents, and
try to date the bowls through comparisons with a collection of bowls published in one
of the previous studies.

- The study attempt to interpret some of the talismanic inscriptions contained in the
bowls subject of the study.

Research methodology:

In the study, | will follow the descriptive analytical approach by presenting a
description of the bowls, reading their texts, and then analyzing their writings.

Introduction to the History of the Geographical Society and its Museum:

Khedive Ismail' was keen that Egypt should keep pace with the world in the scientific
fields, so he was a pioneer in establishing scientific societies; the first of which was
the Khedival Geographical Society, which was one of the first scientific societies in
the world?; he believed that Egypt needed to form an Egyptian academic geographical
entity that includes foreign and Egyptian scientists, so he issued his order on May 19,
1875 AD, to establish the Khedivial Geographical Society. He confirmed in his order

! _ He is Ismail bin Ibrahim bin Muhammad Ali Pasha, the second of Ibrahim Pasha’s sons. He was
born on December 31, 1830 AD / 1246 AH, in Al-Mosafer Khana Palace, Al-Jamaliyeh, in Cairo. He
received his initial education at the private school in Al-Qasr Al-Aini where he learned the basics of
sciences and Arabic, Turkish, and Persian languages. When he reached the age of sixteen, his
grandfather sent him to Paris to learn higher sciences, and his uncle Saeed Pasha appointed him
chairman of the Council of Rulings in 1845 AD. In 1863 AD he took over rule of Egypt after the death
of his uncle Said Pasha, he was the fifth of those who took power from the family of Muhammad Ali
and the first to be called the Khedive. In 1879 he abdicated the rule to his son Tawfiq Pasha and
traveled to Italy, and then to Astana, where he died in 1895AD/1312AH. His body was transferred to
Cairo and buried in the Alawite cemetery, the Mamluks desert.
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that Cairo would be the location of the Society, and ordered that the Society be given
an annual subsidy of 400 Egyptian pounds™.

The history of the project to establish the Ethnographic Museum of the
Egyptian Geographical Society dates back to the Third International Conference on
Geography held in Venice in 1881 AD. The exhibition presented a geographical
presentation of Egypt and its possessions, as well as samples of natural products in
Egypt, as well as pictures and maps produced by various missions. Success of the
Egyptian group in this conference played a major role to begin thinking of
establishing this museum?.

The Society had a valuable collection of antiques brought by its missions that
were sent to explore the sources of the Nile, and then added gifts to the Egyptian and
foreign geographers who traveled to these countries. The first person to be credited
with supplying this museum with collectibles was Mukhtar Pasha, Chief of Staff of
the Egyptian Army; he presented a collection of weapons and others from Darfur,
Sudan, Bahr al-Ghazal and Somalia. This collection was the nucleus of the
Ethnographic Museum®.

Egypt witnessed a rapid development from the early twentieth century and
many aspects of life in cities and villages began to change with the development in the
country, and the various local tools that people used in their daily lives began to
disappear and replaced by modern tools. Fearing to lose this folk heritage; product of
different influences that shaped the habits and living conditions of the Egyptian
nation, the Society was keen to collect samples of them before the waves of
development destroy them®.

The Society also accepted gifts from amateurs of archaeological and
geographical antiques, and received a large collection of valuable artifacts from the
Ministry of Education. Thus, it gathered a big material to establish sections in its
museum specialized in the customs and traditions of the residents of Cairo and the
people of the Egyptian countryside®. The Society gathered a large integrated
collection that gives a clear picture of the Egyptian life in the cities and the
countryside in the nineteenth century. If Egypt is proud of the precious collections
contained in its Pharaonic, Greek, Coptic, and Islamic museums, the ethnographic
collection acquired by the Egyptian Geographical Society completes those precious
items ir61 a way that complements the civilizational image of Egypt through the ages of
history®.
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? -Emmanuelle Perrin, « Le musée d’Ethnographie de la Société de Géographie d’gypte », Gradhiva
[En ligne], 2 | 2005,p3.
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Introduction to magic bowls:

Despite the great progress witnessed by the Islamic eras in various types of sciences,
especially in the therapeutic and medical fields, and the great interest in the
construction of Bimaristans (hospitals) and the preparation of doctors who made an
important scientific revolution in various medical sciences, the society did not
abandon means of folk treatment inherited through generations, such as medication
using the magic bowl®.

The magic bowl is one of the means of folk treatment; they are small utensils
with a diameter of between 10, 20 cm, usually connected in the interior by a chain of
small pieces of iron known as the keys. It used to be filled with water or water mixed
with saffron or milk and left in the open air all night, and in the morning, the patient
drinks from it This is repeated for three nights, seven nights, or forty nights until the
disease is gone. It was used to heal all ills and diseases. Quranic inscriptions, some
human drawings, astronomical horoscopes, some symbols, signs, magic squares, and
single letters were inscribed on it. The magic bowl is a link between religion,
medicine, magic and astronomy that reflects the extent of belief of the middle ages'
peoples in their ability to treat many diseases. Some people think that the origin of
using the magic bowl dates back to the Pharaonic era, as a marble utensil was found
in the contents of Tutankhamen cemetery; on its rim is inscribed a line of hieroglyphic
inscription that includes supplications for the king and an incantation to be mixed with
the drink of the king to give him health?.

Magic healing bowls were produced in the Islamic world in considerable
quantity from at least the twelfth century, though they are not found in the written
magical literature. In origin they were probably related in some fashion to pre-
Islamic Aramaic magic bowls, even though there are in fact great differences in
design and function. The latter are of clay and have spiral inscriptions invoking
demons, while the Islamic ones are of metal and noticeably lacking in any reliance
upon jinn and demons. While for the most part these bowls are made of metal®.

The museum includes a collection of bowls made of copper and silver. The research
will shed light on six models of them.

Descriptive study:

- The first bowl: plates (1-5)

- Preservation place:  Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society, Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions) (showcase No. 33).

Zoall b s dmal) Al e shinall LIy 4)asl STl Al Galimall: HLall (Plad desafosnall st
242[237 4222022 1458 38 acdody il iludyall s ouidill

g omlall daals BV LS Anacmlpel (o 4 Loy SLES (o lggle L Lmall Al dpand) (ollall jmygi dens s 2
Lol Gl SShedgle Dpadl Gl dmdl) duld o syos elpalisal Gihlle aal /5102219956
dene ey dpldiall jean b Zally eyl oy e Slee/257-255-254-249 422005 «22saallc i sl
152 pacdilaall 4 seanll lac e

® - Venetia Porter, Liana Saif, and Emilie Savage- Smith , Medieval Islamic Amulets, Talismans, and

Magic, A Companion to Islamic Art and Architecture, First Edition. Edited by Finbarr Barry Flood and
Gulru Necipog, 1u.2017,p547.
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- Register number: 2050.

- Dimensions: Diameter 18.5 c¢cm, high 8 cm.
- Raw material: brass

- Date: 17th - 19th century AD.

- Manufacturing method: hammering ,engraving and incision.

- Conservation status: There is erosion at the bottom of the bowl (In need of
restoration)

Description:

A brass magic bowl with a circular body, its interior base is engraved with a
shape of a hexagonal star, surrounded by a circular inscription stripe which is a
repetition of " Allah the Most Gracious"" sl 4", followed by another inscription
stripe most of its features® have been lost and its remains are read as follows:

"Allah, say Allah is one ....... The Most High, the Great....... "

e uaall el s ) g 8 A

This is followed by another inscription stripe that is a repetition of "Allah, the Most
Gracious ", followed by a wide stripe divided into three rectangular Bukhariyyas? (a
decorative element) to which are connected two ornaments of trefoils on both sides.
One of these Bukhariyyas is inscribed by Quranic verses from Surat Al-Ekhlas
executed in high relief in four lines read as follows:

"In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful/. Say (O Muhammad H)
He is Allah, (the) One. Allah — the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need,
(He neither eats nor drinks)/ He begets not, nor was He begottenAnd there is none
co-equal or comparable to Him/ Allah the Most Gracious Allah the Most Gracious."
plate (4).

”Cyuiﬂ\dﬁ\Cyuiﬂ\dﬁv3la\L#SAQXC;% Al alsy alg ali/al saall i) aal ) g8 J8/ a1l el A s
The other Bukhariyyas have inscriptions of four lines which are read as follows:

"Allah the Most Gracious, the Most Gracious / Allah the Most Gracious, the Most
Gracious, the Most Gracious / the Most Gracious, Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Gracious / the Most Gracious, Allah, the Most Gracious, Allah / Allah, The Most
Gracious", plate (3).

L. There is erosion at the bottom of the bowl which led to the rubbing out of most of that inscription

stripe.

> —Bukhariyya:lt is a decorative unit with a circular shape, often connected at the top and bottom with

two similar ornaments, each of which is a trefoil plant. The Bukhariya might be executed of crushed

stone or plaster on walls, or made on the shutters of armored doors in old buildings. Such name is most

likely attributed to the Iranian city of Bukhara or the Bukhari neighborhood in Basra, Irag.
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Inside each vegetal leaf are inscribed single letters as follows:"\» Jlla" | above and
below each vegetal leaf is inscribed at the top by: "Allah is my God"" . 4" and at
the bottom: "Allah is living""~ 4", plate (5). Between each Bukhariyya, there is a
circular shape with inscriptions in five lines which are a repetition of "Allah, the Most
Gracious, "in each line. This is followed by another inscription stripe that is a
repetition of "Allah, the Most Gracious ", This is followed by a wide stripe which
includes inscriptions of Al-Kursi verse in thuluth Jali script in high relief read as
follows:

" there is no God except Him the Ever-Living the Sustainer of all existence neither
drowsiness nor sleep overtakes Him, To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens/and
whatever is on the earth, Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His
permission, He knows what is before them and what will be after them, and they
encompass not a thing of His knowledge except for what He wills.His Kursi extends
over the heavens and the earth, and their preservation tires Him not And He is the
Most High, the Most Great Allah Almighty is Truthful." plate (2/38).

A 13 e ) L el b T a Y B sME Y a8 2l s YA ¥ A
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The outside of the bowl body has similar inscriptions of the inside ones.

The second bowl: plates (6-15)

Preservation place: Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society, Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions) (showcase No. 33).

Register number: 1762.

Dimensions: Diameter 20.5 cm, high 4.5 cm.

Raw Material: brass.

Decoration: Inscriptions.

Date: 17th - 19th century AD.

Manufacturing method: hammering ,engraving and incision.

Conservation status: good

Description:

A circular magic bowl, with an inner center slightly higher than the bottom.
Its outside center is decorated with a hexagonal star having a six-petal rose; the star's

' - There is a break in the edge of the bowl at this word in the noble verse.

’-The verse with this written tape was incomplete and ended with the word “L@;.”
25533008 ) 5 ) sm S OB -3
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sides are penetrated with inscriptions of numbers and single letters, followed by an
inscription stripe having supplications in thiluth script executed in high relief read as
follows:

"Oh Allah, heal our bodies, O Allah, preserve our hearing, O Allah, keep our sight, O
Allah, we ask you forgiveness and wellness", plate (7).

M lall 5 giad) Gl gl U a3 Lile agll) lieLowl b Uile aglll Lily) b Lidle aglli®

This is followed by an inscription stripe in Kufic script that is a repetition of the
majestic name of "Allah , then a stripe of 19 niche "mihrab™ shapes ; each contains
three inscription lines of single numbers and letters, followed by an inscription in
Kufic script which is a repetition of the basmala " in the name of Allah" and some
illegible words, then a wide stripe divided into three Bukhariyyas connected on both
sides with two ornaments of a vegetal leaf ; these Bukhariyyas are inscribed with
Kufic inscriptions executed in high relief as follows :

The first Bukhariyya includes Quranic inscriptions in eight lines from Surat Al-
Zalzala read as follows: plate (8)

"In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful/When the earth is
shaken with/ its (final) earthquake And when the earth throws out its burdens And
man will say:/ “What is the matter with it?”” That Day it will declare its information
(about all that happened over it of good or evil). Because your Lord will inspire
it/That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups that they may be shown their
deeds So, whosoever/ does good equal to the weight of an atom (or a small ant) shall
see it/And whosoever does evil equal to the weight of an atom (or a small ant) shall
see it/ In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful......... [eiienin.

Eaad M ) L /Ry 06y WE Satl1 caodly WIS /51 <l 13 famoll ceall dil s
Qs s o3 158 853 O (s [0y el 133 AT Gl 3 3y /6 (Al &5 L Ll
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the second Bukhariyya includes Quranic inscriptions in eight lines from Surat Al -
Nasr and Al-Kafrun read as follows:

"In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. When there comes the
Help of Allah/and the conquest And you see that the people enter Allah’s religion
(Islam)/ in crowds. So, glorify the Praises of your Lord, and ask His Forgiveness.
Verily, He is /the One Who Ever accepts the repentance and Who forgives. In the
Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful Say “O Al-Kafirtin
(disbelievers in Allah,)/ I worship not that which you worship Nor will you worship
that which/ I worship And I shall not worship that which you are worshipping Nor
will you worship /that which | worship To you be your religion, and to me my
religion (Islamic Monotheism) In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, /the Most
Merciful...........

S xeay ind G [ o b A% G el Sl A Siat s 1Y) sl Ges )l Al
[ Gsule S5 Yy ostad L el Y /0880 W 6 38 mal) el Al e TR JOR A B,

81 STl 8ygmiayS ol —

-183-



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (15), No. (2), June 2023

o Al Zom oy K &N Lo A Y A Lo d Y X

e, sl

The third Bukhariyya includes Quranic inscriptions in eight lines from Surat Al -
Ikhlas read as follows:

"In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. Say (O Muhammad H)
He is Allah, (the) One. Allah — the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need,
(He neither eats nor drinks)/ He begets not, nor was He begottenAnd there is none
co-equal or comparable to Him In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious,/ the Most
Merciful......./........ S,

A w80 KA AG A A A/ el A ST A A sl eyl & s
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Above and below each vegetal leaf are inscriptions read as follows “He heals me, He
heals me™" uddy 568 il 568" Jand some illegible words, between each Bukhariyya
there is a circular shape inside which are Kufic inscriptions as follows:

The first circle: includes Quranic inscriptions in eight lines from Surat Al-Falaq , plate

©)

"In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious,/ the Most Merciful Say: “I seek refuge
with (Allah), the Lord of /the daybreak, From the evil of what He has created And
from the evil of/ the darkening (night) as it comes with its darkness; (or the moon as it
sets or goes away), And from the evil of /those who practise witchcraft when they
blow in the knots, And from the evil /of the envier when he envies. In the Name of
Allah,/ the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful...../......

b B 5 s G5 1Y Gule /33 Gy G L 33 Ge GG Ssl B sl cea )l A1)
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the second circle: includes Quranic inscriptions in eight lines from Surat Al-Sharh:

"In the Name of Allah,/ the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful/Have We not opened
your breast for you (O Muhammad) And removed /from you your burden Which
weighed down /your back And have We not raised high your fame/Verily, along with
every hardship is relief, Verily, along with /every hardship is relief So, when you have
finished (your occupation), devote yourself to Allah’s worship./ And to your Lord
(Alone) turn (all your) intentions and hopes." plate (10)

GB /AR & Gy, Wil [omil o3 &y die/liiagy Wia ol 250 A1 fas )l Gasyllfd) and
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>~ The rest of the Bukhariyya 's inscriptions are unclear and the researcher could not read them.
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followed by a an inscription stripe including Quranic verses of Surat Al-Bagara in
Jaly thuluth script executed in high relief read as follows: , plate (12) .

" there is no God except Him the Ever-Living the Sustainer of all existence neither
drowsiness nor sleep overtakes Him, To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens/and
whatever is on the earth, Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His
permission, He knows what is before them and what will be after them, and they
encompass not a thing of His knowledge except for what He wills.His Kursi extends
over the heavens and the earth, and their preservation tires Him not And He is the
Most High, There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right Path has become
distinct from the wrong path. Whoever disbelieves in Taghut (Devil ) ™.

M G el b L el b LA g Y BB Y A Al p Yy Ay A
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The inside of the bowl's body is decorated with the same outside inscription stripes,
except for the prominent center of the bowl which is decorated with intertwined
vegetal branches surrounded with illegible words, plate (13), above the inscription
stripe of Al-Kursi verse there is an inscription stripe in Kufic script of the fairest
names of Allah executed in high relief read as follows: plate (14).

"Merciful, Beneficent, King, Holy, Peace, Believer, The Dominant, Mighty, Most
Powerful, Most High, Creator, Maker, Shaper, Forgiver, The Subduer, Ever
Endowing, Sustainer, Ever Opening, Omniscient, Constrictor, Expander, Preserver,
The Promoter, Exalter, The Humiliator, The All-Hearing, The All-Seeing, The Judge,
The Just, Kind, The Knower, Forbearer, The Great, Most Forgiving , Thankful, The
Most High, The Grand, The Guardian, The Best Provider, The Accounter, The Most
Majestic, The Generous, The Watchful, The Responder of Prayer, The All-
Comprehending, The Wise, The Loving One, The Most Glorious, The

Resurrector....... .

Lol b e b 5ie b sl b Do b Gaee b mte b Dl b s b clle U pny b ony
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In the edge of the bowl, there is an inscription stripe executed in deep engraving read
as follows :

8-1 e a8 ) s S A -
2 Inscriptions of the third circle are not clear ; the researcher couldn’t read them , plate (11).
* - The Qur’anic verses in this inscription stripe are incomplete and end with the letters “\” in the word
"a el this means Devil.
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" in the name of Allah the Most Gracious , the Most Merciful , in the name of Allah
the Healer , in the name of Allah the Satisfier , in the name of Allah the Granter of
Health, in the name of Allah with his name nothing on earth or in heaven harms , He
is the Hearer, the Knower , in the name of Allah the most Gracious the Most Merciful
..... Peace is upon ...... " plate (15).

g@iw‘&‘n)bﬁygﬂ\ﬁ\&gﬁu\ﬁ!\&gﬁ&\ﬁ\wqﬁm\ﬁ\ﬂﬁ;}\wj\ﬁ\&”
Dol Al g aml el Al sy addad) aand) st eladl 8 Y5 )Y

The third bowl: plates (16-24)

Preservation place: Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society, Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions) (showcase No. 33).

Register number: 414,

Dimensions: Diameter 13 cm, high 4 cm.

Raw Material: silver.

Decoration: Inscriptions ,magic talismans and drawings.

Date: 17th - 19th century AD.

Manufacturing method: hammering ,engraving and incision.

Conservation status: good

Description:

A circular Magic bowl, top of its outside body is decorated with an
inscription stripe without punctuations executed by incision read as follows:

"this blessed bow! will benefit, Allah willing, in the bite of the dog, the serpent, the
scorpion, difficult birth , colic, and sciatica drink in it three Heal Allah willing, the
Most High, may Allah’s prayers and peace be upon Muhammad and his family",
plates (17-18).

Folsally Falgl) eally Cojially Aalle. s 2ISH) QI dimal et i) ol i A8l Aalball 63"
Valus ally dena e Al loag M il 53 e L e Coply Slaall el

! - So mentioned, and the correct one is: "4 £l )"

? —The rabid dog: It means a dog with rabies, which is an infectious disease known as fear of water; its
virus is transmitted in saliva through biting from the canine species of humans. Its symptoms include
contractions in the muscles of breathing and swallowing, fear of water, madness and other severe
disorders in the nervous system.

794 [ 54‘2004 a3yl AriSacday ) e;.ud\:'é)hwl.} Ayl 4zl e
* - It means that the bowl is useful in treating pregnant women with difficult childbirth.
* - A painful intestinal disease in which stool and wind are difficult to pass, caused by colitis.

767 a¢ Japs 1) anaall -

>~ Sciatica is the sciatic nerve, a nerve that extends from the hip to the heel.
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In the outside of the body, there is an inscription that reads as follows: "Nuri
Jahan""ole> o5, plate (19), while the inside of the body is inscribed by
incomprehensible talismans and inscriptions It is believed to be useful for snake
bites,? executed in high relief style in ten lines as follows: plate (20).

e LaplSfsha sha sha U s U LUl ol ol o o 25yl Dl bl B bl Bl !
M u.n\A _51..11.5 ..... /}LA}LAJ.A:LS L,.,Sjjj}‘d‘ ...... /u.n_)l.\\

On the left of those talismans there is an inscription of a magic square consisting of
nine spaces; each space has a number as follows: "8... 6 /1, 3, 8/7, 3, 9 ", plate (21).
Below this square there are intersected circles with some inside numbers, plate (22),
below those talismans there is a small circle with some single letters and magic signs,
below this circle there is a drawing of a sitting dog , plate (23). On the right side of
those talismans there is a drawing of two serpents rolled up on each other, and a
drawing of a scorpion® having eight feet and a long tail, plate (24/43). Above and
below the scorpion there are incomprehensible talismans and inscriptions with a
magic indication.

The fourth bowl*: plates (25-29)

Preservation place: Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society, Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions) (showcase No. 33).

Register number: 027.

Dimensions: Diameter 12 c¢cm, high 3 cm.

Raw Material: brass.

Decoration: Inscriptions ,magic talismans and drawings.

Date: 17th - 19th century AD.

Manufacturing method: hammering ,engraving and incision.

Conservation status:  good

Description:

A circular magic bowl, top of its outside body is decorated by an inscription stripe
executed by incision read as follows: plate (26/39)

"This blessed sahfa (bowl)is engraved in good fortune for dystocia, sting of scorpion,
bite of dogs and reptiles, colic, horse, lactation.....".

' - it means that the patient must drink from it for three nights until he recovers, God willing.

? - For this talisman, see the analytical study.

* - For scorpion, snake, and dog drawings, see the analytical study.

* - This bowl was published in one of the previous studies, but this study did not read the inscription
tape on the body of the bowl from the outside, nor the writings on the body of the bowl from the inside.

.10804“;1983‘%\.53\ :ULAIA )133“ @EU;;L»;LQ ML&J‘&;}AL‘}“ Pt ‘55 w\ u}.\sﬂ.u.m; 6;35 Qasa At 3_\& -
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while the inside of the bowl has inscriptions executed in high relief in four lines read
as follows (27)

"In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, When the heaven shall
be split asunder, And listen to and obey its Lord — and it must do so. And when the
earth shall be stretched forth, And shall cast out all that was in it and /so The pregnant
woman receives the fetus is safe, Allah willing and Allah bring you forth, Verily,
along with every hardship is relief, / Verily, along with every hardship is relief,

n
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There is also an inscription of incomprehensible magic talismans and inscriptions
executed in high relief in eight lines as follows: plate (28).

la a5 da LhilS/i 5hU dla | Lajflys s /LS bl Ble ) bl ble

On the left of these talismans there is an inscription of a magic square consisting of
nine spaces ; each space has a number as follows: "5,3,6/1, 3, 1/7 , 6, 6 ", this square
is topped by two hexagonal stars, on the right of the talismans there is another magic
square as follows:"3,1,6/7,7,3/3,1,8 ", and on the left of the left square, there are two
intersected circles with inside incomprehensible inscriptions in Kufic script , on the
left of these two circles there is an inscription of A talisman similar to the talisman of
God's Greatest Name’, which is a six-pointed star followed by vertical lines, followed
followed by a ladder-like shape, followed by another six-pointed star, then the letter
"waw", and some magic talismans in a circular shape (29), and in the center of the
bowl there is a drawing of a scorpion and a dog®.

! - Sahfa : a dish for food. 508 a:tau sl anadll,
%~ It is so mentioned in the bowl.
* - It means that the bowl is useful in keeping reptiles away .

250 aciundll dulds e saa ¢lpaliaen) 3l daal -
4 — It means that the bowl is useful for lactation for Breastfeeding mother.
Ll QSall A5l cpebiadll: Sl (Dad ase /249 paciadll dulls e s30a slpaliaes) Gihllae desl -
264 aciadl) il e 3hill il
A1 BEEN 5 ) st S (i -
® - Hassan Ibn Nafeh may be the name of the one for whom the bowl was made.
7 - For the talisman of God's Greatest Name, see the analytical study.

® _ One of the previous studies incorrectly mentioned that in the center of the bowl there is a drawing of
of two fish, and what is correct is what we mentioned. See:

108&&@%\“ s ‘g L.mﬂ\ L'Ulﬂ\:o.ua L?AI\B Qe a Af\:\ fus -
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The fifth bowl: plates (30-32)

Preservation place: Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society, Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions) (showcase No. 33).

Register number: c4-0.

Dimensions: Diameter 21 cm, high 5 cm.

Raw Material: brass.

Decoration: Inscriptions.

Date: 17th - 19th century AD.

Manufacturing method: hammering ,engraving and incision.

Conservation status: good

Description:

A circular magic bowl, its inside center is higher than its bottom in a conical way,
spacious in the bottom and gradually narrowing towards the top. Its center is
decorated with a hexagonal star, followed by a stripe consisting of 13 niche "mehrab"
shapes; each shape contains three lines of numbers and signs. This is followed by an
inscription stripe in the thuluth script which is a repetition of:

"Oh Allah, heal us in " " Gile aglli"executed in high relief, plate (31/40), followed by
a stripe containing 25 niche "mehrab" shapes; each shape has three lines of numbers
and signs , followed by a wide stripe divided into six Bukhariyys; to their both sides
are connected two ornaments of a vegetal leaf , the Bukhariyys have inscriptions in
five lines of numbers and signs , then an inscription in thuluth script that is a
repetition of "Oh Allah, heal us " executed in high relief, plate (32), followed by an
inscription stripe in Kufic script that is a repetition of the majestic word Allah .

The outside of the bowl's body contains the same inside inscriptions except for the
center which does not contain a hexagonal star , but has numbers and signs such as
those on the Bukhariyys and niche "mehrab" shapes .

The sixth bowl: plates (33-37)

Preservation place: Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society, Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions) (showcase No. 33).

Register number: 1763.

Dimensions: Diameter 15 c¢cm, high 5 cm.

Raw Material: brass.

Decoration: Inscriptions.

Date: 17th - 19th century AD.

Manufacturing method: hammering ,engraving and incision.

Conservation status:  good
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Description:

A circular magic bowl, its inside center is higher than its bottom in a conical way,
spacious in the bottom and gradually narrowing towards the top. Its outside body is
decorated by ten circular shapes that contain Quranic verses executed by incision read
as follows:

The first circle:

"All praise and thanks are Allah’s, the Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that
exists)/ The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful/The Only Owner of the Day of
Recompense/You (Alone) we worship™

3 G [0l o el fpndl) gad fepallal S 4l S
Between the first circle and the second circle:
From below: "and"" 5"
from above: You (Alone)" &)

the Second Circle:

"we ask for help (for each and everything) Guide us to the/ Straight Way The Way /of
those on whom You have bestowed Your Grace/, not (the way) "

‘VI‘/);’.; }g_i\l’c /’.. a/‘:i w;\‘j\ L/D-té ,;::.0 ;an IL/l;A“ t}éi\ ’.../:~° <0

Between the second and third circle from above:

"of those who earned Your Anger"'« staiall
Third Circle:

"nor of those who went astray, In the Name /of Allah,the Most Gracious,the Most
Merciful."

ol el ) e 2000 Y aee”
Fourth Circle:

M [l In the Name of /Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful/When
there comes the Help of Allah".

S 3t 2R 1) fas gl el e[
Between the fourth and fifth circle:
From below: "and"" 4"

from above: " the conquest and you see " &l c-wl\ "

_The word “kl =l mentioned like this, with the letters “,l” in the upper line and the letter “.” in
the second line.
7-1 AT 5 ) gust S (i - 2
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Fifth Circle:

"that the people enter Allah’s religion (Islam) in crowds So, glorify the Praises of
your Lord, and ask His Forgiveness Verily"

L, [A sy [7d B [l e b oA Gl
Between the fifth and sixth circle:
From below: He is " 4 "
from above: "the One Who Ever accepts the repentance and Who forgives
M e
Sixth Circle:

"In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, /the Most Merciful. Say (O Muhammad
H): He is/ Allah, (the) One. Allah / the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures
need He begets not,/ nor was He begotten And there is none."

260 s A Y5 A0 21 dakall Ja SRTAN /5h B s Vel ) s
Between the sixth and seventh circle:
From below: "to Him"" 41"
from above: "co-equal or comparable™ " 1
Seventh Circle:

"In the Name of/ Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful/Say: I seek refuge with
(Allah) the Lord of/ mankind The King of /mankind God"

Al ol e [ ST B fomll mm ) ) 551
Between the seventh and eighth circle:
from above: "of mankind From" " (. gﬂﬁl\ "
From below: "the evil" " »&"

Eighth Circle:

"of the whisperer/who withdraws Who /whispers in/the breasts of mankind/Of jinn."
B G [l il [ Gustih g B [ty
Between the eighth and ninth circle:

From below: " and" " 3"

from above: "men" " Gl

3-1 Sl puaill 5 ) ey S OB -
41 Sl padaY) 5 ) gutay S 8- 2
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The ninth circle: plate(34/42)

"In the Name of Allah,/ the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful/Say: I seek refuge with
(Allah), the Lord of/the daybreak From the evil of/ what He has created"

DA G /55 e BB [0 T OB fam )l e /) st
Between the ninth and tenth circle:

From below: " and from" " (3"

from above:"the evil of the darkening (night) as it/ comes with its darkness

27N

S 1Y) Gale 55

The tenth circle:

"And from the evil of those who practise witchcraft/ when they blow in the knots,/
And from the evil of the envier /when he envies In the Name of /Allah"

) s 2ya 13 [awla 335 ey [aRDl b CB/ED 3 Gy

Between the tenth and first circle:

From below: " In the Name of Allah " "4 aw
from above: " the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful " "as I ges A"

The edge of the bowl is also decorated with an inscription stripe executed in high
relief containing Quranic verses from Surat Yassin read as follows: plate(35/41)

"Ya-Sin By the Qur’an, full of wisdom Truly, you (O Muhammad) are one of the
Messengers, On a Straight Path sent down by the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful, In
order that you may warn apeople whose forefathers were not warned, so they are
heedless Indeed, the Word (of punishment) has proved true."

5 2A0T O3 L i D3 el Gpal) G il Balea (e Gullsall Gal O] aSal) ol !
SR Ga W e

while the inside bottom of the bowl is decorated with an inscription stripe containing
Quranic verses from Surat Al-Isra read as follows: plate (36)

"And say: “Truth (i.e. Islamic Monotheism or this Qur’an or Jihad against

polytheists) has come and Batil (falsehood, i.e. Satan or polytheism) has vanished.
Surely Batil is ever bound to vanish.” And We send down of the Qur’an that which is
a healing and mercy to those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism and act on it), and
it increases the Zalimiin (polytheists and wrong-doers) nothing but loss".

61 Sl il By puiaS LA -
51l Bl spmi S ol =2
T-1 Sl b i S O A -
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and the inside body of the bowl is decorated with circles having inside inscriptions of
Quranic verses as follows?, plate (37).

The first circle:

"And put forward to them /a similitude: the (story of the) dwellers of the town, [it is
said that the town was Antioch (Antakiya)],/ when there came Messengers to them./
When We sent to them /two Messengers, they denied them both."”

"L 30 2l Gl Y oy Soal B a 3 JaEl) Catal S /5 Gyl
Second Circle:

"so We reinforced them with a third,/ and they said: Verily, we have been sent to you
as Messengers They (people of the town) said: “You are only human beings/like
ourselves, and the Most Gracious (Allah) has revealed/ nothing. You are /only telling
lies The Messengers said: Our Lord/ knows that we have been sent as Messengers to

you".

TS ) 2 o [0 O ey e /320 9) AT e 6 Gl B0 ) DG 06 5
Sopsdal S G g S 166 65
Third Circle:

"And our duty is only /to convey plainly (the Message)/ They (people) said: “For us,/
we see an evil omen from you: if /you cease not".

5 2 Jo s RS [) 16 el £ ) e s
Fourth Circle:

"we will surely stone you, and apainful torment will touch you from us./ They
(Messengers) said: “Your evil omens be with you! (Do you/call it “evil omen™)
because you are admonished? Nay, but you are a people/Musrifiin (transgressing all
bounds by committing all kinds of great sins, and by disobeying Allah) And there
came/ a man running from the farthest part of the town./ He said: “O my people".

o soF

ol G [ea5 O[3 A1 Qb SRS [ s e IG [l il e A Ensl
Ce G 0B (g 4 [atad
Fifth Circle:

"Obey the Messengers/Obey those who /ask no wages of you (for themselves), and
who are/ rightly guided And/ why should I not worship".

.82-81 s pus1 8y guran S o A - 1
? _The rest of circles are not clear, the researcher could not read them, and they might be the completion
of some verses of Surat Yassin.
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Sixth Circle:

"It was said (to him when the disbelievers killed him): “Enter Paradise.” He said:
“Would that my people /knew That my Lord (Allah) has forgiven me,/ and made me
of /the honoured ones And/ We sent not against his people/ after him a host from the
heaven".

[t e W Jlg el [ie Jlang 5 /) 5 Ly (s [ il G OB Lad AN (s
Seventh Circle:

"nor was it needful for Us to send (such a thing)/ It was/ but one Saihah (shout) /and
lo! they (all) were still/ (silent, dead, destroyed) ".

Gshela fab 136 Baal fASa ) [EER G Glf i K g

Eighth Circle:

"Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger to them but/ they used to mock at
him/Do they not see how many of the generations We have destroyed before them?
/Verily, they /will not return to them/And surely, all everyone of them will be brought
before Us".

JT a3 G [ VT S 15 A5 [0 4 188 ) 5ty (e el e sl e e
320 s5mak Bl s W K 0 fosan ¥ al

Analytical study:

By examining the magic bowls, the subject of the study, it was found that five of them
were made of brass and one of silver.

Copper:

Copper is a metal that is not found pure in nature and is often extracted by industrial
methods from its ores. However, it is the oldest metal known to man; this may be due
to its distinctive color, ease of extraction from its ores, and that it is malleable and
formable. It was used in Egypt since the Badari period and in the pre-dynastic era. It
was widely used in Ottoman metal pots and utensils. Copper is found in Egypt in
Sinai Peninsula in the cave and Serabit Al-Khadem. There are three types of copper:
yellow, red and golden, the most famous of which are the red and the yellow (brass)*.

.22-13 Q\.:jcu.ug EJ)"“':?'US ULE -1

.32-26 Q\.i:\cu.u BJ}\...:H)S ULE -2
® - The rest of the circles are not clear, and the researcher was unable to read them, and it is possible
that they are the completion of some verses of Surat Ya-Sin.
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Silver:

Silver is one of the valuable metals that directly comes next after gold; it has
characteristics that made it used in various purposes. Perhaps the most important of
these characteristics is its silver color that doesn't get dark; in addition, it is malleable,
ductile, and not unaffected by air and water. This raw material is found in nature in a
form of pure or impure metal. In the first case, silver is a pure form of needle-shaped
crystals, while in the second case, silver is found in gold in different proportions, it is
also found in silver sulfide and chloride, and in very small proportions in lead and
nickel ores. The use of silver in metal utensils increased in Egypt at the end of the
Ottoman era’.

The scripts contained on the bowls of the subject of the study:

The Thuluth script:

It is called the Thuluth because it is written with a pen having a tip sharpened to a
width equal to one-third of the pen with which the Jali script is written. The Thuluth is
considered the origin of Arabic scripts due to its beauty and control over the other
scripts. It was the main source of many types of Arabic scripts®.

The calligrapher Ibn Mugla (272-328 AH) is considered the architect of the
thuluth letters, as he codified and designed them by making them proportions and
scales that calligraphers followed. Ibn al-Bawab, who died in 423 AH/1032 AD had a
prominent role in developing the thuluth script, along with other scripts. In the
Mamluk era, the name “thuluth” was mentioned by Al-Libi, who was one of the
famous calligraphers of Al-Ghory, the last of the Mamluk sultans, by the name “Jalil
al-thuluth” and the "normal thuluth ". In the Ottoman era, the thuluth reached the peak
of its aesthetics, whether in terms of the proportions of letters, their scales, the beauty
of their images, or in terms of the splendor of the calligraphic formations which the
thuluth’s calligraphers created with this pen, such as paintings, pieces of art,
patchworks, Amshoq, ornaments and other masterpieces of the Turkish school in the
art of Arabic calligraphy. The Ottoman sources called the thuluth the thuluth Jali or
Jali thuluth °.

The thuluth script is illustrated on the first bowl, plates (2), the second bowl, plates
(7/12/13), and the fifth bowl, plates (31-32).

The Kufic script:

The Kufic , the first type of Arabic scripts , spread and gained prominence at the
hands of tribes from the people of Al-Hira and Al-Anbar, in the city of Kufa, which
was built during the caliphate of Al-Farug Omar Ibn Al-Khattab (17 AH/638 AD). As
for the origin of its name, there are sayings and opinions, including that it was called
Kufic in relation to the city of Kufa in which it was developed. In fact, the origin of

L) Al salaly L) il Cisie desene ssa b ldall geadl Al s gyl dY) Cpll e L)
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the Kufic script has nothing to do with the city of Kufa, as it was established during
the era of Caliph Omar, while this script appeared about a hundred years before this
era, but this name prevailed and was used to call all scripts that tend to squaring and
geometry’.

The Kufic is the oldest of scripts in which the Arabic alphabet is written; it is
the origin of the six scripts known as the Six Pens. Habib Effendi, the author of the
Book of Calligraphy and Calligraphers, states that the six scripts were derived from
the Kufic script, and that is why it is called the mother of scripts. The Kufic is a
geometrical script in its nature, and is characterized in all its types with erection and
extension, and is dominated by solidity and tendency to squaring. The Kufic script at
the beginning of Islam was dominated by squaring and solidity, was widespread in all
Islamic countries, and was used in writing on religious buildings. The Kufic script
continued its development movement in the second or third century AH and became
the main style for writing the Holy Qur’an. In light of the movement of developing
Arabic calligraphy that began in the Umayyad era and continued in the Abbasid era,
the Kufic script developed and its types varied until they reached seventy, including:
The geometric square Kufic , The leafy Kufic and The floriated Kufic 2.

The Kufic script appears on the second bowl, plates (8-11/14).

Ruq’a script:

It is one of the innovations of the Turks. It originated first in the sultan’s Court. It was
widely used in ijaza writings and in the signatures of calligraphers on their works.
Therefore, it was known as ijaza script in the Ottoman school. It was also used in
daily correspondence and government departments among the Ottoman Turks, and it
had different styles, In the nineteenth century AD, the Turkish calligrapher Mehmet
Ezzat Effendi set the rules for the ruq’a script, and this line spread in the Arab
countries, and it is characterized by the fact that its letters are short and adjoining, and
some of its letters are dominated by obliteration®.

The ruq’a_script appears on the third and fourth bowl, plates (17/18/26)

Contents of the writings on the bowls subject of the study:

Quranic verses:

Allah Almighty sent down His Holy Book with eternal miracles for humanity,
including not only the miracle of healing spiritual and psychological diseases and
healing of hearts, but also external and physical diseases. Al-Boni says, “You must
know, may Allah help me and you to obey Him, that understanding the secret of His
saying, “We send down from the Qur’an that which is healing and mercy”,” entails a
cure for the outward appearances of the bodies and a cure for hearts. Indeed, the Holy
Qur’an is an antidote for healing and medicine, and provides protection from magic
and the devil®.
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- " Sarat Al-Bagarah Verse 255 ".

(Al-Kursi verse is the greatest verse in the Qur’an, it is a guard for whoever reads it,
wards off the evil of everything, and prevents entry of demons and witchcraft into
homes. It is a talisman against the evil eye, cures diseases, has a great effect in
controlling the human soul and repelling the devils from the soul and the epileptic,
and is one of the verses of protection®. Al-Kursi verse is executed in the first bowl
(plate 2/38)

- " Surat Al-Bagarah Verses 255/256 .
its mentioned on the second bowl,plate (12).
-" Surat Al-Ikhlas Verses 1-4 ."

( Sarat Al-1khlas has a great status in the hearts of Muslims; scholars state that it has a
great virtue. Thanks to it, a person is satisfied of everything and it removes poverty
from him. It is used to protect one against envy, the evil eye, and it nullifies magic®.
Surat Al-lkhlas is executed in the first bowl, plate 4, and the sixth bowl).

-" Surat Az-Zalzalah Verses 1-8".
(its mentioned on the second bowl, plate 12)
-" Surat An-Nasr Verses 1-3".

(Among the properties and benefits associated with Strat Al-Nasr is that it is written
to increase good, used as an incantation in Islamic amulets and to facilitate childbirth®.
Sarat Al-Nasr is executed in the second and sixth bowls)

- "Sarat Al-Kafirtin Verses 1-6"

(its mentioned on the second bowl)

-" Surat Al-Falaq Verses 1-5."

(its mentioned on the second bowl, plate 9 and the sixth bowl ,Plate 34/42)
-" Stirat An-Nas Verses 1-6"

(Scholars state that Stirat An-Nas and Al-Falag are among the greatest means that
protect man against magic, and that they were sent down to combat witchcraft, envy
and demons®. Sairat An-Nas is executed in the sixth bowl)

-" Sarat Ash-Sharh Verses 1-8."
(its mentioned on the second bowl plate 10)

-" Stirat Al-Inshiqaq Verses 1-4 " .

105103 pacdinal¥ly 2Ll de sanstsensllue 2ene Sldlye deallne =
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(its mentioned on the fourth bowl plate 27)
-" Sarat Al-Fatihah Verses 1-7."

(Surat Al-Fatihah has a great status in the hearts of Muslims; it prevents Satan from
entering homes. It is called the healing and protective chapter, and is one of the
Qur’anic means of protection to ward off envy and the evil eye'. Strat Al-Fatihah is
executed in the sixth bowl).

-" Surat Ya-Sin Verses 1-7."

(It is believed that whoever writes Siirat Ya-Sin seven times on a bowl! having rose
water and saffron and drinks it seven consecutive nights he would be deemed great for
people, and whoever hangs it on his body Allah protects him from envy, evil eye, jinn
and aches. It benefits the nursing woman and heals the fevered person®. Siirat Ya-Sin
is executed in the sixth bowl, plate 35/41).

-" Stirat Ya-Sin Verses 13-22."

(its mentioned on the sixth bowl,plate 37)
-" Stirat Ya-Sin Verses 26-32."

(its mentioned on the sixth bowl)

- "Sarat Al-Isra’ Verses 81-82"

(Scholars and commentators state that this is one of the healing verses, as it is useful
in treating envy, ailments, pains, and diseases, also in undoing magic knots, and
protecting children from the evil eye. It is written in the Islamic amulets to treat envy®.
This verse is executed in the sixth bowl, plate 36).

The supplications:

There are supplicating phrases by which its possessor gets close to Allah Almighty by
supplicating to Him to achieve some purposes such as healing him from diseases and
keeping away the harm of Satan , the envious eye , and other demands and needs”.
The supplications are mentioned in the bowls as follows:

-"in the name of Allah the Healer , in the name of Allah the Satisfier , in the name of
Allah the Granter of Health, in the name of Allah with his name nothing on earth or
in heaven harms , He is the Hearer, the Knower"

(Scholars and commentators state that these phrases are among the supplications that
are traditionally used by those who seek healing and well-being from all diseases and
adversities, and are among the amulets of the seven Solomon covenants. Also the
name of Allah "the Sufficient” nobody ever mentions it while wishing something

88 acina¥ly wilail de ganat anllie dene pddlre sanliae !
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except that Allah Almighty provides it to him. its mentioned on the second
bowl,plate 15)

-"Oh Allah, heal our bodies, O Allah, preserve our hearing, O Allah, keep our sight, O
Allah, we ask you forgiveness and wellness"

(its mentioned on the second bowl,plate 7)

-"Oh Allah, heal usin ™.

(its mentioned on the Fifth bowl,plates 31/32/40)
-“He heals me, He heals me”’

(its mentioned on the second bowl,plates 10)

The fairest names of Allah:

Scholars have pointed out that the Fairest Names of Allah are among the greatest
reasons for answering supplications and resolving calamities. The Prophet, may
Allah’s prayers and peace be upon him, used to ask Allah by the Fairest Names and
beseech Him by them, through them supplication is responded. They are one of the
means of healing and protecting man from all harm, thanks to them needs are met.
The Fairest Names of Allah are written in honor of victory over enemies in wars,
whoever takes them a shield, Allah protects him from all harm, by them every
supplicant is responded. The Fairest Names of Allah have the highest qualities that are
appropriate for every situation, so whoever wants sustenance uses the name "The
Provider", and whoever wants healing uses the name "The Healer", and so on?.

The Egyptian believes that if he writes down the Fairest Names of Allah on a
piece of paper and carries it in an amulet over his chest, the attributes of the Most
Merciful provides good for him. Likewise, writing the Fairest Names on any object in
a home wards off misfortune, plague, all deadly diseases, the envious eye, fire,
destruction and magic®.

(its mentioned on the second bowl,plates 14)

Recording inscriptions:

-(this blessed bowl will benefit, Allah willing, in the bite of the dog, the serpent, the
scorpion, difficult birth , colic, and sciatica drink in it three Heal Allah willing, the
Most High, may Allah’s prayers and peace be upon Muhammad and his family):
mentioned on the third bowl,plates(17-18).

- (This blessed sahfa (bowl)is engraved in good fortune for dystocia, sting of
scorpion, bite of dogs and reptiles, colic, horse, lactation.....): mentioned on the fourth
bowl,plate(26/39).
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Talismans:

Talismans are inscriptions engraved on lobes and stones at certain times under certain
conditions to bring about the spirituality of the planets that are effective in influence
so that this process achieves a specific goal that the observer aims at, good or bad.
The work of talismans requires several conditions, most important of which are the
appropriate image, the appropriate stone, the appropriate time, and the spiritual power.
The talismans must include an image, an inscription, or a literal or digital writing,
whether the observations are on metals, engraved on stones, or drawn on papers. At
the beginning, the talismans in their early ages included the image only, and then
developed and became associated with letters, words and sentences that express the
desired purpose of the talisman®.

They are written inscriptions in an incomprehensible language that is difficult
to interpret. They include magic powers when reciting them they bring good luck and
ward off evil; their interpretation requires a person proficient in the science of
talismans and magic?.

In the book “Big Life of the Animal” by Al-Damiri, is mentioned a talisman
that is believed to be useful for snake bite when written on a piece of paper or a bowl,
names of the father and mother are also written, and given to the bitten person to drink
to cure him; it is as follows: "... Jub A ¢ O e |k (Il |yl 3,

This talisman resembles the one on a copper magic bowl "Taseit Al-Khudah, plate (
20 ) written in the form:

O350 b silS/sha sha sha U (o Ul Lia )/l b o5 (o5 58 250/15S ol 1l 1l | l)
("...... o SUS L sha e ulS ag gl L/ N

In the same book also is mentioned another talisman useful for a scorpion sting or the
rabid person (a person bitten by a dog) and the person who drank magic, in the form:

"o e ‘;ILG\ \‘)Lu‘f \‘)Lu \J\.u"‘ll

This talisman resembles the one on a copper magic bowl "Taseit Al-Khudah, plate (
28 ) written in the form:

ba Kyl Hs da _)L\S/ _____ ‘)LL\ Ala | Layl/lyig He /WS |l ) la ‘;\ ([ o \JL».»)
(covverl v 52

Talisman of the Greatest Name of Allah:

It is a talisman that contains forms of five-pointed stars, repeated Arabic letter "Alef |
", a ladder-like shape, the Arabic letters "W 5" and "H 4". Among the properties of
this talisman, as they believe, is that it cures diseases and aches, and speeds up
recovery; whoever carries it would be protected by Allah. It also protects him against
kings and sultans, useful for nullifying witchcraft and sorcery, and helps the epileptic.
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If it is hung on an army banner, soldiers would be victorious’. The talisman of the
Greatest Name of Allah is mentioned on the fourth bowl plate (29).

The magic squares:

It is a phenomenon of the types of folk magic that originated at first in the East and
specifically in China, and then the scholars of India and Persia took them and
expanded them. The Arab scholars have seen in the magic squares a combination of
numbers and shapes; the first that studied the magic squares was the Arab scholar
"Thabit bin Qurra™; he called them "Al-Awfaq" and "Rings”. They were also
described in the works of Arab magic. The magic squares are closely related to what
is known as gem- atria, which is based on assigning numerical value to the letters of
the alphabet. Some think that letters have a power, and claim that each letter has
servants who keep it. It is believed that the magic squares have properties in doing
good and evil works; among their good works is that they speed up salvation of the
prisoner, facilitate difficult childbirth, remove magic from the bewitched, and ward
off harm from snakes and scorpions, and so on. These squares are written on wood,
paper, metal, the human body, and others in certain times according to each case; they
became a part of the cultural heritage to be reckoned with?.

(Its mentioned on the third bowl, plate 21, and the fourth bowl,plate28)

Floral motifs on the bowls subject of the study:

Plant was an important source of inspiration for the Muslim artist, the plant motifs are
one of the most important elements of Islamic motifs; as the artist saw a source of
beauty in these decorations and their different leaves, flowers and branches. Plant
motifs took the lead among the decorations executed on artifacts, they were the most
common compared to other decorative formations®.

(Plant branches and leaves are found in the center of the second bowl,plate13)

Geometric motifs on the bowls subject of the study:

The Six-pointed star:

The six-pointed star has been known since ancient times and was one of the most
important and powerful symbols in the fields of magic and sorcery; it is mistakenly
called the Star of David; some called it Solomon's ring. According to the stories
inherited in Islamic literature, Allah blessed prophet Suleiman bin Dawood (David)
with an amazing ring, by means of which he could subdue the jinn, and the star
became a symbol of this ring. It is not surprising that the six-pointed star is found at
the entrances of houses. This is due to the mythical and magical meaning that the six-
pointed star acquired as a means to protect the house from demons. The six-pointed
star has had a magical meaning since ancient times; to the peoples of the ancient East
in Palestine, India, Babylon and Egypt it referred to a magical symbol placed on the
facades of buildings and temples for protection against envy and the evil eye, and was
used in Palestine and Babylon as an amulet since the seventh century AD, The six-
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pointed star was found in ancient Egyptian and Chinese inscriptions and in the
inscriptions of South American civilizations.

(Its mentioned on the first bowl, plate 1/46, in the second bowl, plate 7/44, in the
fourth bowl, plates 28-29, and in the fifth bowl, plate 30/45.)

Drawings of living creatures motifs on the bowls subject of the study:

The dog shape:

Dogs were associated in some ancient civilizations with some beliefs related to
guardianship and protection; the Babylonians and Assyrians used to make small
statues of pottery in the form of dogs and bury them under the doorsteps of homes to
prevent evil and harm of the jinn®.

(The shape of the dog appears on the third bowl (Plate 23/43) and in the fourth bowl
(Plate 28)

The scorpion shape:

The scorpion is one of the symbols of evil, it was depicted to frighten the person
entering the house or to draw his attention to avoid the evil of his eyes and to repel
evil. It is also used in the Bedouin environment as a talisman or an amulet against
attack of the scorpion. The popular artist depicted it on the entrances and walls of
houses with the intention of keeping it away?®.

(The shape of the scorpion appears on the third bowl (Plate 23/43) and in the fourth
bowl (Plate 28).

The snake shape:

The snake is one of the symbols with ancient origins since the ancient Egyptians;
some beliefs indicate that it brings happiness and strength that counteracts evil
influences. The popular artist considered it as a symbol of Satan, evil, hostility and
hatred. Drawing the snake on artifacts and utensils may be as a talisman to protect
them from the evil of pests, reptiles and other things that might damage the things
inside these utensils®.

(An inscription of two braided snakes is depicted on the third bowl (Plate 24)
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History of the bowls subject of the study:

It is likely that the magic bowls , the subject of the study, was dated between the 17th
and 19th century AD by comparing it with a bowls kept in the Museum of Medicine
and Science "Al-Bimaristan Al-Nuri* in Damascus, and it was dated to this date’.

The similarities and differences between the magic bowls are the subject of

study:

All the magic bowls, the subject of the study, contain Quranic inscriptions that are
believed to be useful in treating some diseases, except for the fifth bowl, which
does not contain any Quranic inscriptions, only supplications.

All the magic bowils, the subject of the study, are made of copper, except for the
fourth bowl, which is made of silver.

The records of the diseases that the bowl is used to treat are found only in the third
and fourth bowls.

The third bowl differs from the rest of the bowls in that it contains the method of
using the bowl by drinking from it for three nights.

The fourth bowl differs from the rest of the bowls in that it contains the name of
the person for whom the bowl was made.

The third and fourth bowls differ from the rest of the bowls in that they contain
magic squares, talismans, and drawings of a scorpion, a dog, and a snake.

Four of the magic bowls, the subject of the study, are decorated with a six-pointed
star, with the exception of the third and sixth bowls.

Conclusion:

The study published and documented, six of the magic bowls preserved in the
Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo.

The study provided a reading of the writings contained in the bowils, the subject of
the study.

The study provided an analysis of the contents of the writings contained in magic
bowls, the subject of the study.and showed its diversity of Quranic verses,
supplications, the fairest names of Allah, recording inscriptions, talismanic
inscriptions, and magic squares.

The study provided a dating of the bowls through the comparing it with a bowls
And its similarity with a collection of bowls published in one of the previous
studies.

The study showed that some of the bowls contain the names of the diseases that
are believed to be useful in treating them, as well as that some bowls contain the
method of using the bowl by drinking from it for three days.

The study showed that sometimes the bowl contains the name of the patient for
whom the bowl was made.
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7- The study showed an explanation of some of the talismans found on the bowls, the
subject of the study, such as the talisman of the Greatest Name of God, which is
believed to be useful in nullifying magic and healing from diseases, as well as
some of the talismans contained in the Book of Hayat al-Hayawan al-Kubra by
al-Damiri, which is believed to be useful for scorpion sting, snake and dog bite.

8- The study showed that the magic bowls contained some Quranic verses and
surahs that are believed to be useful in treating some diseases and protecting
against envy and nullifying magic, such as Ayat al-Kursi, Surat al-Falaq, al-Nas,
Surat Yaseen, al-lkhlas, al-Nasr, and al-Fath.

Recommendations:

diversity of Islamic art collections at the Museum of the Egyptian
Geographical Society, including calligraphic ~ paintings, writing tools, printing
templates, amulets, paper incantations, magic bowls , adornments and cosmetics,
glass weights, coins, weapon tools, astronomy tools, coffee drinking utensils ,
smoking tools, lighting tools, door knockers, textiles, wooden artifacts. Therefore, the
museum can be promoted and exploited in tourism and tourist guidance.

The study recommends to add the Geographical Society building and its
museum to a visit program that includes the historical buildings located on Al-Qasr
Al-Aini Street, such as the Egyptian Parliament building which contains the People’s
Assembly Museum, that includes collectibles of the development of parliamentary life
in Egypt in the modern era, as well as the Egyptian Scientific Complex, especially
after moving the parliament to its new headquarters in the new administrative capital,
which facilitates exploiting this area in tourism , and also exploiting the government’s
plan to develop the Tahrir complex turning it into a luxury hotel building in
accordance with international standards, which helps to facilitate employment of this
area in tourism.
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Plates:

Pl (1) A brass magic bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo.
Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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PI (2) inscriptions of Al-Kursi verse on The previous magic bowl, Museum of the Egyptian
Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the
researcher)
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PI (3) inscriptions on The previous magic bowl, Museum of the Egyptian
Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed
by the researcher)

PI (4) inscriptions of Surat Al-Ekhlas on The previous magic bowl, Museum of the
Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)

PI (5) inscriptions above and below each vegetal leaf on The previous magic bowl,
Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and
Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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i

Pl (6) A brass magic bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo.
Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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PI (7) center of the previous bowl from the outside, Museum of the Egyptian
Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed
by the researcher)

PI (8) Quranic inscriptions in one of the Bukhariyyas of the previous bowl, Museum
of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)
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PI (9) Quranic inscriptions in the first circle between the Bukhariyyas in the previous
bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs
and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)

PI (10) Quranic inscriptions in the second circle between the Bukhariyyas in the
previous bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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PI (11) Quranic inscriptions in the third circle between the Bukhariyyas in the
previous bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)

PI (12) Quranic inscriptions of the verses of Surat Al-Bagara Above the body of the
previous bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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PI (13) center of the previous bowl! from the inside, Museum of the Egyptian
Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed
by the researcher)

Pl (14) inscription stripe of the fairest names of Allah above the inscription stripe of
Surat Al-Bagara in the previous bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society
in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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Pl (15) Inscriptions of supplications in the edge of the previous bowl, Museum of the
Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)
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Pl (16) A silver magic bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo.
Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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PI (17) inscriptions on top of the body of the previous bowl from the outside, Museum of
the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)
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Pl (18) Complementing the inscriptions on top of the body of the previous bowl from the
outside, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and
Traditions).

(photographed by the researcher)

PI (19) inscriptions in the center of the body of the previous bowl from the outside,
Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and
Traditions).

(photographed by the researcher)
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PI (20) inscriptions of magical talismans on the body of the previous bowl from the
inside, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs
and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)

/

PI (21) A magic square in the body of the previous bowl from the inside, Museum of
the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)
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Pl (22) intersected circles in the body of the previous bowl from the inside, Museum
of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)
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PI (23) drawing of a dog in the body of the previous bowl from the inside, Museum of
the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)
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PI (24) drawing of two serpents and scorpion in the body of the previous bowl from
the inside, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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Pl (25) A brass magic bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo.
Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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P1 (26) inscriptions on top of the body of the previous bowl from the outside, Museum
of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)
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PI (27) inscriptions on the body of the previous bowl from the inside, Museum of the
Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)
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PI (28) inscriptions of magical talismans and magic squares on the body of the
previous bowl from the inside, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in
Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)

Pl (29) A talisman similar to the talisman of God's Greatest Name on the the previous
bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs
and Traditions).

(photographed by the researcher)

-226-



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (15), No. (2), June 2023

P1 (30) A brass magic bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo.
Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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PI (31) inscriptions on the center of the previous bowl from the inside, Museum of the
Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)
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PI (32) inscriptions Above the body of the previous bowl, Museum of the Egyptian
Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed
by the researcher)
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Pl (33) A brass magic bowl, Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo.
Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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PI (34) Quranic inscriptions on the body of the previous bowl from the outside,
Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and
Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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PI (35) Quranic inscriptions on the edge of the previous bowl, Museum of the
Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions).
(photographed by the researcher)

PI (36) Quranic inscriptions on the bottom of the previous bowl from the inside,
Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and
Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)
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PI (37) Quranic inscriptions on the body of the previous bowl from the inside,
Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and
Traditions). (photographed by the researcher)

Plate(38) An illustration for Al-Kursi verse on The first magic bowl , Museum of the
Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions)

(Made by the researcher)
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Plate(39) An illustration for inscriptions on The fourth magic bowl , Museum of the
Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions)

(Made by the researcher)

\

Plate(40) An illustration for inscriptions on The fifth magic bowl , Museum of the
Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions)

(Made by the researcher)
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Plate(41) An illustration for Quranic inscriptions on the edge of the sixth magic
bowl , Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs
and Traditions)

(Made by the researcher)

Plate(42) An illustration for Quranic inscriptions on the sixth magic bowl , Museum
of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions)

(Made by the researcher)
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Plate(43) An illustration for drawing of a dog, two serpents and scorpion on the third
magic bowl , Museum of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall
(Customs and Traditions)

(Made by the researcher)
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Plate(44) An illustration for The six-pointed star on the second magic bowl , Museum
of the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions)

(Made by the researcher)

Plate(45) An illustration for The six-pointed star on the fifth magic bowl , Museum of
the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions)

(Made by the researcher)
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Plate(46) An illustration for The six-pointed star on the first magic bowl! , Museum of
the Egyptian Geographical Society in Cairo. Cairo Hall (Customs and Traditions)

(Made by the researcher)
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