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Abstract:

This study examines rhetorical strategies in Arabic and Western media discourse
regarding the recent Gaza war. Rhetorical strategies are considered essential
features of global media discourse to achieve specific goals and various effects.
Crafting the media message in ways that persuade the reader of a certain idea or
perspective is crucial, relying on supporting arguments and evidence. This is
particularly relevant with the evolution of communication methods, reaching
diverse audiences regardless of their times, locations, languages, and cultures.
The study employs a descriptive-causal approach with an integrated method for
discourse analysis, encompassing social practice analysis, rhetorical argument
analysis, and frame analysis. Thirty articles from the websites "Al-Youm 7" and
"The Washington Post" were analyzed. The study observed explicit use of several
discourse strategies by Al-Youm7 representing the Egyptian-Arab perspective,
and The Washington Post representing the Western-American and European
perspective.

Al-Youm?7 clearly adopted an offensive strategy from the outset, framing the
events of October 7, 2023, as a heroic triumph and resilience, attributing the
crises and wars to Israel's criminal actions against Palestinians. In contrast, the
Western discourse adopted a defensive strategy, defending Israeli narratives and
supporting its viewpoint. It also accused Palestinians of terrorism and aggression,
presenting them as a constant source of suffering and concern for Israel, which
has the right to defend itself and protect its citizens from Palestinian attacks,
especially from armed Palestinian factions. The study identified the use of
arguments and evidence based on opposing ideologies of the two parties, relying
on historical, cultural, religious, and social evidence in favor of the Palestinian
side. In contrast, Western arguments were weak, attempting to neutralize Arab
discourse evidence and arguments.

Keywords: Rhetorical Strategies; Discourse Analysis; Rhetorical and Logical
Arguments; ldeological Structures of Discourse.
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