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Polemic Discourse Analysis: The Case of the Animals
versus Man Before the King of the Jinn by the

Brethren of Purity as a Model

Abstract:
This research seeks to analyze polemic discourse in the eighth epistle

of the Brethren of Purity entitled “The Case of the Animals versus Man
Before the King of the Jinn.” It is an allegorical fable full of debates over
which thinkers had a lot of debates as it was considered a scientific
project that provided positive and negative claims over the reliability of
the relationship between animals and man. It also presented conflicting
defenses regarding superiority versus delegitimization on the arena of
coexistence ideology in this polemic confrontation that could be
understood as a dynamic development of self-concept. The research aims
to provide an epistemological vision of polemic discourse as a discourse
that has its own traditions and its specific wording and analysis, which
distinguish it from other discourses and set its limits. The research
attempted to answer the following questions: What is polemic discourse?
What are its mechanisms? What are its most significant characteristics?
How does it shift from intimate dialogue and negotiation to dispute with
rivals? The findings of this research indicated that man and animal each
claims that he alone has the truth; thus, there is no specific position that
the polemic parties can have to beat the rival, but they compete over the
positions so that each can confuse the other and reverse or disturb his
position by reversing the code to an anti-code. The findings of this
research also indicated that animals excelled in the debate with man and
worked to refute all his claims, except the last claim which made the
debate cease at the end of the epistle and which was not concerned with
building a self-image inasmuch as it sought to destroy man’s ethos and
distort his ideological picture.

Keywords: polemic discourse , polemic, ethos , pathos, Case of animals
, Brethren of Purity.
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