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The Impact of COVID-19 on the Persian Poetry of

Humour and Satire
Dr. Mohamed Mostafa Binaya

Department of Persian Language, Faculty of Languages and
Translation, Al -Azhar University
Abstract

At the end of 2019, Covid-19 appeared in Wuhan, China,

spreading panic across the world and resulting in thousands of
deaths. The bad impact of the virus reached Iran, which ranked high
in terms of the number of infections and victims.
All countries of the world have adopted a set of strict measures and
restrictions to control the spread of the pandemic, including
suspending public activities, staying at home, wearing masks in
public places such as shops and public transportation, emphasizing
social distancing, and encouraging the use of alcohol disinfectants,
as well as suspending education and other activities.

At the popular level, some peoples of the world, especially
in developing countries, have received coronavirus with humor and
sarcasm, either about the governments’ negligence of the crisis,
lack of medical materials, the repercussions of home quarantine, or
social distancing measures, etc. In this atmosphere, poetry came to
play its traditional role in such circumstances, especially as the
Iranian citizens still enjoy hearing and reading poetry, although
poetry no longer holds its previous status after the emergence of
other forms, especially visual ones.

Poets discussed many issues related to the crisis, which
included calling for staying at home, abiding by measures of
staying at home, criticizing posts about coronavirus by some people
who claim to be specialists and the spread of superstitions, while
others highlighted the positive aspects and talked about the return
to simple life and restoring feelings of affection among members of
the same family.

Keywords: Coronavirus - Precautionary measures - Humor and
Sarcasm - Poetry on Corona.
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