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Al-Dabba’b in the Egyptian Society in the time of
Mamluk Sultans

Dr. Amre Abd al-Aziz Mounir

Abstract:

This study is aimed to shed light on al- Babb’ab, the one fond
of pederasty ; taking the chance of the night to have sexual
relationship with the boys/slaves/ adults while they are asleep; a
phenomenon to be studied, as it reflects a kings of Homosexuality
and sexual perversion in the Mamluki era, which is noted seen not
only in the royal society, but among the public. Thus, we care to
analyze this phenomenon; its characteristic, idiomatic meaning, the
process in which it is done on ground, tools used to help this
mission complete, in addition to depict a whole picture of this file;
its whole illegal and immoral process and to which extent it did
escalate as a phenomenon, due to the rich heritage of the Mamluki
literature and documents. This study surveys if, compared to the
literal study it was met with, the phenomenon was met critically or
not. In this trend, the study is a contribution to explore the history
of the mechanism of the mentioned phenomena regarding the
Sociology of homosexuality which allows to question such a
complicated topic, a topic looked as one of the taboos forbidden
even on a scientifical level.

It should be noted that this study is not only to denounce this
disgraceful behavior, but it is aimed to see the phenomenon with
great interest as it has its tangible reality, known history and
complex interactions, which makes it far too hard to be reduced to
a single- sided argument .

Keywords :al-Dabb’ab- homosexuality- Mamluki- the boys tread/
Sodomy- Scenic of pedesatry
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