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TOBACCO SMOKING IN WESTERN SUDAN
SOCIETY FROM THE LAST QUARTER OF THE
NINTH-CENTURY AH UNTIL THE FALL OF THE
ISLAMIC KINGDOM OF SONGHAY
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Abstract

Western Sudan is the oldest Islamic country that knew
tobacco smoking after the Portuguese brought this plant and its
seeds to those countries since the late ninth century AH/ fifteenth
AD; So it was grown in it, and it became a source of tobacco, from
which it reached the countries of the Maghreb and then to Egypt
and other Islamic countries. The phenomenon began to spread
steadily among the Sudanese society; which sparked a
jurisprudential controversy around it. However, raising controversy
at that time does not mean the beginning of the phenomenon of
tobacco smoking in Western Sudan. By referring to the manuscript
and printed sources, it is noted that some of them date the
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beginning of the phenomenon in Western Sudan in the year 1000
AH, while others indicated that the phenomenon occurred within
the year 1005 AH/ 1596 AD.

With reference to some reports of archaeological
excavations that were carried out at some sites in the cities of
Timbuktu, Jenni, and Gao, all of which were important urban
centers in Western Sudan; It turns out that the presence of tobacco
in those countries is older than the year 1000 AH or 1005 AH,
which was determined by some sources. This discovery, and it
predates the questions that have been raised about it by more than a
century, as the research will show.

From this point of view, this topic seeks to search for the
beginning of the phenomenon of tobacco smoking in the countries
of Western Sudan and trace that phenomenon until the end of the
era of the Kingdom of Songhai, according to what was mentioned
in the available historical and jurisprudential sources, in addition to
benefiting from the important information provided by the
excavation reports in this regard, then The research deals with
monitoring the effects of the phenomenon of tobacco smoking in
Western Sudan society, and finally we present the jurisprudential
debate about the ruling on tobacco smoking, with a special focus on
the opinion of Western Sudan scholars on the issue.
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(1) Conrad, D: Empires of medieval West Africa Ghana, Mali, and
Songhay, Acid-Free Paper, U.S.A, 2005, P.135.
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(1) Insoll, Timothy: Archaeological research in Timbuktu, Mali,
p.416.
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(1) McIntosh, Susan Keech, Gallagher, Daphne & Mclntosh,
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