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THE POLICY OF POPE LEO IV
TOWARDS THE MUSLIM ATTACKS ON ROME
(847-855 AD / 233-241 AH)
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Abstract

During the ninth century AD, the Muslims succeeded to
threat Rome; the capital of the Western Christian world, more than
once. The most prominent of which was the Islamic attack in 846
AD / 232 AH, their arrival at the Holy Land, and the seizure of the
treasures of the tombs of Peter and Paul. Then they returned to it
again after three years, in 849 AD, but this time they were unable to
reach it because of their defeat in the naval battle of Ostia at the
hands of the Christian alliance which was headed by Pope Leo IV.

During this period, Pope Leo 1V assumed the papal throne
and began in the preparation of confronting the Muslims and their
threat to Rome. This was adopting a multi- sided policy, of which
the most important one was the build of a group of fortifications
and defensive walls to fortify Rome and the Vatican region, then
building a number of cities on the road to Rome to use them as
advanced defensive forts to defend Rome. The most notable one
was the construction of the city of Portus and Leopolis.

key words: Papacy - Rome - Pope Leo IV - Muslims - Ostia -
Leonine City - Leopolis - Peter and Paul Churches -
Vatican.
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(2) Lauer Ph: Le poeme de la destruction de Rome et les origines de la cité
Léonine. In: Mélanges d'archéologie et d'histoire, Tome 19, 1899, p. 309.

(3) Gay (J.): L'ltalie méridionale et I'empire Byzantin depuis l'avénement de
Basile ler jusqu'a la prise de Bari par les Normands (867- 1071), Paris,
1904, p. 60.
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de Simson, MGH, Scriptores rerum Germanicarum, Hannover, 1909,
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(2) Platina (B.): The Lives of the Popes From the time of our Saviour Jesus
Christ to the Accession of Gregory, Trans by W. Benham, London, 1889,
p. 220; McKilliam (A.E.): A chronicle of the Popes from St. Peter to Pius
X, London, 1912, pp. 162-163; Noble (T.): The Papacy in the Eighth and
Ninth Centuries, NCMH, Vol. 2, Cambridge, 1995, p. 574.

(3) Baronio Caesare, Annales Ecclesiastici, p. 328; McKilliam: A chronicle
of the Popes, p. 162., Venning T. and Harris, J. (ed.), A Chronology of
the Byzantine Empire, Oxford University Press, 2006, p. 255; Milman
(H. H): History of Latin Christianity, vol. 3, New York, 1883, p. 18;
Duchesne (L.): The Beginnings of the Temporal Sovereignty of the
Popes: A. D. 754-1073, New York, 1908, p. 144; Lauer: Le poéme de la
Destruction de Rome, p. 350.
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(1) Regesta Pontificum Romanorum, ed. Jaffe Ph., Berolini, 1841, p. 230;
Muratori: Rerum italicarum scriptores, p. 293; The annals of St-Bertin,
volume I, p. 64.

(2) Stuart (P.): Chronicle of the Popes, The Reign-by-the Reign Record of the
Papacy from St. Peter to the Present, Thames & Hudson; 1st edition,
1997, p. 70; Louis-Marie, A Complete History of the Popes of Rome, p.
223; Platina: The Lives of the Popes, p. 221; Bertolotti (D.): Gli Arabi in
Italia: Esercitazione storica, Torino, 1858, p.
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Cf: The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, p. 114;
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(3) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, pp. 112- 113; Baronio Caesare,

Annales Ecclesiastici, p. 331; Kelly: The Oxford Dictionary of Popes, p.
104.
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Cf: The Lives of the Ninth - Century Popes, pp. 107, 112 ; McKilliam:
A Chronicle of the Popes, p. 162.
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(1) Marazzi: Leone IV, papa, santo; Duchesne: The Beginnings of the
Temporal Sovereignty of the Popes, p. 144.
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Cf: Poupardin (R.): The Carolingian kingdoms (840- 877), NCMH, Vol.
2, Cambridge, 1991, p. 29.
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Cf: The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, p. 72. )

(2) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, pp. 106-107; Mann: The Lives of
the Popes in the Middle Ages, p. 261.
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(1) Annals of the Empire from The Reign of Charlemagne, By the Author of
the Age of Lewis XIV, Vol.1, Oxford,1755, pp. 72- 73; New Catholic
Encyclopedia, Vol. 8, Washington, D.C., 2003, p. 841; Gregorovius (F.):
History of the City of Rome in the Middle Ages, Volume 3, London,
1895, p. 92.
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(1) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, pp. 99- 100; Kleinhenz (C.):
Medieval Italy, An Encyclopedia, Vol. 2, New York, 2004, p. 632.

(2) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, p. 99; Liudprand of Cremona: The
Complete Works of Liudprand of Cremona, Trans by Paolo Squatriti,
Washington, D.C., 2007, p. 63; Chronica Sancti Benedicti Casinensis, ed.
Georg Waitz, MGH SS rerum Langobardicarum, Hannover 1878, p. 473;
Barsali (I. S.): Sulla topografia di Roma in periodo carolingio: la "civitas
leoniana” e la Giovannipoli, in Roma e I'eta carolingia, 1976, p. 201.=
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Cf: The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, pp. 139-140; The annals of
St-Bertin, p. 64; Pergola (S.): Il fenomeno del reimpiego nelle mura
leonine, in Archivio della Societa Romana di Storia Patria, Vol. 125,
Roma, 2002, p. 8; Lankila (T. P.): Saracen Maritime Raids in the Early
Medieval Central Mediterranean and Their Impact in the South Italian
Terraferma (650-1050), Vol. 1, Ph. D., Princeton University, 2017, pp.
390- 391; Strphens (R. C.): The Walls and Aqueducts of Rome in the
Early Middle Ages, A.D. 500-1000, The Journal of Roman Studies, Vol.
88 (1998), p. 186; Dey (H. W.): The Aurelian Wall and the Refashioning

of Imperial Rome, AD 271-855, Cambridge, 2011, pp. 63- 64.
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(1) Venning and Harris, A Chronology of the Byzantine Empire, p. 256; Barsali:
Sulla topografia di Roma in periodo carolingio, p. 206; Gibson: The
Surviving Remains of the Leonine Wall, p. 33.

(2) Baronio Caesare, Annales Ecclesiastici, Vol. XIV, pp. 346- 347; Lauer: Le
poéme de la destruction de Rome, p. 351.

(3) Platina: The Lives of the Popes, 222; Duchesne: Le Liber pontificalis, p. 115.;
Casaglia: Roma ei Saraceni, p. 11; Mann: The Lives of the Popes in the
Middle Ages, p. 263; Stephens: The Walls and Aqueducts of Rome in the
Early middle Ages, p. 168.
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Cf. Lankila: Saracen Maritime Raids in the Early Medieval Central
Mediterranean, pp. 389- 390; Gregorovius: History of the City of Rome,
p. 95; Noyé (F. G.): La storia dell'alto Medioevo italiano (VI-X secolo)
alla luce dell'archeologia, Atti del Convegno internazionale (Siena,
1992), p. 253.

(2) Lauer: Le poéme de la destruction de Rome, p. 360.

(3) Baronio Caesare, Annales Ecclesiastici, p. 378; Gibson: The Surviving
Remains of the Leonine Wall, p. 33; Pergola: 1l fenomeno del reimpiego
nelle mura Leonine, p. 10.
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Cf: Presicce (C. F.): Mura di Roma memorie e visioni della citta,
Monumenta Capitolina Selecta, 2018, pp. 11- 12; lankila: The Saracen
Raid of Rome in 846, p. 104; Noyé: La storia dell'alto Medioevo italiano,
pp. 255- 256.

(2) Barelli: La diffusione e il significato dell'opus quadratum a Roma, p. 70;
Dey: The Aurelian Wall, p. 64; Pergola: 1l fenomeno del reimpiego nelle
mura Leonine, p. 12.

(3) Dey: The Aurelian Wall and the Refashioning of Imperial Rome, pp. 271-
272.
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(1) Gibson: The Surviving Remains of the Leonine Wall, pp. 31- 32; Lauer: Le
poeme de la destruction de Rome, p. 351; Hodges (R.): The Rebirth of Towns
in the West 700- 1050, London, 1988, p. 38; Duchesne (L.): Les premiers
temps de I'etat pontifical (754-1073), Paris, 1898, p. 110.

(2) Duchesne: Le liber pontificalis, p. 123; The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, p.
99.; Louis-Marie, A Complete History of the Popes of Rome, p. 224.

(3) Lankila: Saracen Maritime Raids pp. 391- 392; Noyé: La storia dell'alto
Medioevo italiano, p. 257; Lauer: Le poéme de la destruction de Rome, p.
350; Barelli (L.): La diffusione e il significato dell'opus quadratum a Roma
nei secoli VIII e IX, in Saggi in onore di Gaetano Miarelli Mariani, a cura di
M. P. Sette, M. Caperna, M. Docci, M. G. Turco, Roma, Bonsignori, 2007, p.
73; Gibson: The Surviving Remains of the Leonine Wall, p. 32. =
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Cf: Gibson: The Surviving Remains of the Leonine Wall, p. 32. )

(1) Gibson: The Surviving Remains of the Leonine Wall, pp. 32- 33;
Lanciani (R.): The ruins and excavations of ancient Rome, Nabu Press,
2010, p. 82; Barelli (L.): Construction Methods in Carolingian Rome
[Eighth-Ninth Centuries], Sapienza Universita di Roma, 2012, p. 6.
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Cf: Gibson: The Surviving Remains of the Leonine Wall, p. 32.
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Cf: Lanciani: The ruins and excavations of ancient Rome, pp. 32- 34.

(2) Lauer: Le poéme de la destruction de Rome, p. 352.
(3)The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, pp. 140- 141.
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(1) Baronio Caesare, Annales Ecclesiastici, Vol. XIV, p. 379; Purton (P.) A
History of the Early Medieval Seige 450- 1200, Woodbridge, 2009, pp.
75- 76.
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Cf: Noyé: La storia dell'alto Medioevo italiano, p. 27.
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(1) Regesta Pontificum Romanorum, p. 232; Lauer: Le poéme de la
destruction de Rome, p. 352; Gregorovius: History of the City of Rome,
p. 97.
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Cf: Baronio Caesare, Annales Ecclesiastici, p. 379; The Lives of the
Ninth-Century Popes, pp. 142- 143; Duchesne: Le Liber pontificalis, p.
124; Louis-Marie, A Complete History of the Popes of Rome, p. 224;

Platina: The Lives of the Popes, 223; Mckitterick (R.): Rome and the
Invention of the Papacy, Cambridge, 2020, p. 144.
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(1) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, p. 142; Noyé: La storia dell'alto
Medioevo italiano, p. 257; Mann: The Lives of The Popes in The Middle
Ages, p. 267.

(2) Regesta Pontificum Romanorum, pp. 230- 231; Barry (W. F.): The Papal
Monarchy from St. Gregory the Great to Boniface VIII. (590-1303) (The
Story of the Nations), London, 1902, p. 121; Halphen (L.): Charlemagne
et I'empire Carolingien, Paris, 1968, pp. 295- 296; Metcalfe (A.): The
Muslims of Medieval Italy, Edinburgh, 2009, p. 18.
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(1) Chronica Sancti Benedicti Casinensis, in Scriptores rervm
Langobardicarvm et Italicarvm saec. VI - IX, ed. Georg Waitz, MGH,
Hannoverae, 1878, p. 474; Casaglia: Roma ei Saraceni, p. 5.
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(4) Scriptores rervm Langobardicarvm et Italicarvm, p. 433; Metcalfe: The

Muslims of Medieval Italy, p. 18; Casaglia: Roma ei Saraceni, p. 5.,
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(1)Casaglia: Roma ei Saraceni, p. 5; Gay: L'ltalie méridionale, p. 62.
Yed-YoA Lol g,am}!\ 55l i01e C,\,J\ Lo Wl
(2) The Lives of the Ninth- Century Popes, pp. 131- 132.
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(3) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, pp. 131- 132; McKilliam: A
Chronicle of the Popes, p. 163; Gregorovius: History of the City of Rome
in the Middle Ages, p. 92.
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(1)The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, p. 132, Duchesne: Le liber
pontificalis, p. 117; Gregorovius: History of the City of Rome in the
Middle Ages, pp. 92- 93; Mann: The Lives of The Popes in The Middle
Ages, p.267; Berto (L.A.): Christians and Muslims in Early Medieval
Italy Perceptions, Encounters, and Clashes, New York, 2020, p. 114.

(2) Pohl: Visions of Community in the Post-Roman World The West, p. 407.
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Cf: Berto: Christians and Muslims in Early Medieval Italy Perceptions, p. 39.
(4) Lankila: Saracen Maritime Raids, p.108; Annals of the
Empire, from the reign of Charlemagne, pp. 72- 73.
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(1) The Lives of the Ninth- Century Popes, p. 132; Duchesne: Le liber
pontificalis, p. 118; Mann: The Lives of the Popes in the Middle Ages,
p.267.

(2) Regesta Pontificum Romanorum, p. 231; The Lives of the Ninth-Century
Popes, p. 132; Mann: The Lives of the Popes in the Middle Ages, p.267;
Gregorovius: History of the City of Rome in the Middle Ages, p. 93.
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(3) Casaglia: Roma ei Saraceni, p. 11.
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Cf: The Lives of the Ninth- Century Popes, p. 133.
(3) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, p. 133; Duchesne: Le liber
pontificalis, p. 118; Platina: The Lives of the Popes, p. 222.
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(5) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, pp. 133- 134; Duchesne: Le liber
pontificalis, p. 118; Platina: The Lives of the Popes, p. 222; Louis-Marie,
A Complete History of the Popes of Rome, p. 244; Muratori: Rerum
italicarum scriptores, p. 293.
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(1) Mann: The Lives of The Popes in The Middle Ages, p.268; Bertolotti: Gli
Arabi in Italia, p. 63; Lankila: The Saracen Raid of Rome in 846, p. 114.
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(2) Gregorovius: History of the City of Rome in the Middle Ages, p. 9¢.
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(1) Lankila: Saracen Maritime Raids in the Early Medieval Central
Mediterranean, p. 245; Kleinhenz: Medieval Italy: An Encyclopedia, p.
378; Lankila: The Saracen Raid of Rome in 846, p. 116; Milman: History

of Latin Christianity, p. 19.
(2) The New Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 8, p. 842.
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Cf: Duchesne: The Beginnings of the Temporal Sovereignty of the
Popes, p. 146; Duchesne: Les premiers temps de I'etat pontifical, p. 112.
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(2) Platina: The Lives of the Popes, p. 223; Mann: The Lives of the Popes in
the Middle Ages, p.269.
(3) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, pp. 145- 147; Louis-Marie, A
Complete History of the Popes of Rome, p. 224; Mann: The Lives of The
Popes in The Middle Ages, p.269- 270.
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(1) Platina: The Lives of the Popes, p. 223.

(2) Gregorovius: History of the City of Rome in the Middle Ages, p. 101.

(3) Baronio Caesare, Annales Ecclesiastici, Vol. XIV, p. 380; Regesta
Pontificum Romanorum, p. 232; The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes,
p. 145; Lankila: Saracen Maritime Raids in the Early Medieval Central
Mediterranean, p. 310.
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The Lives of the Ninth- Century Popes, p. 153; Lauer: La cité
Carolingienne de Cencelle (Léopoli). In Mélanges d'archéologie et
d'histoire, Tome 20, 1900, p. 147.
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Cf: Kleinhenz: Medieval Italy, p. 230; Calisse: Storia di Civitavecchia,
Firenze, 1898, p. 74.
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(1)Louis-Marie, A Complete History of the Popes of Rome, p. 224; Calisse:
Storia di Civitavecchia, p. 83; Nardi (S): Da Centumcellae a Leopoli.
Citta e campagna nell'entroterra di Civitavecchia dal Il al 1X secolo d. C.
In: Mélanges de I'Ecole francaise de Rome. Moyen-Age, tome 105, 1993,
pp. 525- 526.

(2) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, p. 153.
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(1) The Lives of the Ninth- Century Popes, pp. 153- 155; Lauer: La cité
Carolingienne de Cencelle (Leopoli), pp. 147- 148; Annovazzi (V):
Storia di Civitavecchia dalla sua origine fino all anno 1848, Roma, 1853,
pp. 207- 208.

(2) Annovazzi: Storia di Civitavecchia, p. 209.

(3) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, p. 155; Lauer: Ibid. Cit., p. 148,
Calisse: Storia di Civitavecchia, p. 84; Mann: The Lives of The Popes in
The Middle Ages, pp. 271- 272; Pergola: Il fenomeno del reimpiego
nelle mura leonine, p. 29.
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(1) Annovazzi: Storia di Civitavecchia, p. 209.

(2) Louis-Marie, A Complete History of the Popes of Rome, p. 225;
Annovazzi: Storia di Civitavecchia, p. 208.; Gregorovius: History of the
City of Rome in the Middle Ages, pp. 102- 103; Ferreri (T.): Istituzioni e
governo del territorio nello Stato pontificio: ricerche sul Patrimonio di San
Pietro in Tuscia (secoli VI-XII1), in «Historia et ius», 14 (2018), p. 33.
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Cf: Calisse: Storia di Civitavecchia, p. 84.



St o e Ol VA

e ke I s LpoSbuial o5 I b aa Sl
gl Jad o 525 ke
] Ll 515 O pom ) Ol (el 53 LU ) =
cntdl e d1peVl a5 ol s ) asla addhe IS e o lu
Vo 558 G Gl b o Lokie
oo caodlBly amd Bl 555 20 sl dnull ) OSKI B g —
O0pded) il a6 58 s Gl ol
PGS Jr s 25) 351 286 ] I LU e polall aY1 g =
BN jallas oo Tghas o o sl (o 1 2112 Y
el g ssbdl Lo O
e sms salal e Sl (U Gl G e g5 B e =
A & el e U e 15 b sy d) J a0 ol 00 0
O g ) Lkl
S 412 e Cralaall (suleall s w1 1 I LS 4 8 55
om e faond 5 ) il ] 5 8 s o5 5 1 SLY
o> ) Ol oda (o pes (Ll L] d o 1 Sl e 015 O
& Jun}h e S Emeria Ll s Herta e e ol 31 5 d LU
Jgoslls JI1 3 el J& 55y Byt g S ¢l linad Cins

(2) Pergola: Il fenomeno del reimpiego nelle mura Leonine, p. 29.

(2) Lankila: Saracen Maritime Raids in the Early Medieval Central
Mediterranean, p. 394.

(3) Noyé: La storia dell'alto Medioevo italiano, p. 267.

(4) Duchesne: Les premiers temps de I'etat pontifical , p. 111; Duchesne: The
Beginnings of the Temporal Sovereignty of the Popes, p. 146.
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(1) Mann: The Lives of the Popes in the Middle Ages, p. 270.

(2) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, pp. 115- 116; McKilliam: A
Chronicle of the Popes, p. 163; Mann: The Lives of the Popes in the
Middle Ages, pp. 272- 275; Maskarinec (M.): Building Rome Saint by
Saint: Sanctity from abroad at Home in the City (6th-9th century). Ph. D,
University of California, 2015, p. 109.
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(1) The Lives of the Ninth-Century Popes, p. 159; Platina: The Lives of the
Popes, p. 224; Muratori: Rerum italicarum scriptores, p. 293; Barelli (L.):
Il complesso dei Ss. Quattro Coronati a Roma: lettura del monumento
attraverso L'Analisi del palinsesto murario, a Muri parlanti: Prospettive
per l'analisi e la conservazione dell'edilizia storica, Atti del convegno
Pescarta 26-27 Settembre 2008, p. 2.
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Cf: Maskarinec: City of Saints: Rebuilding Rome in the Early Middle
Ages, p. 72.
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(1) Lanciani: The ruins and excavations of ancient Rome, p. 83.
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(1) Lankila: Saracen Maritime Raids in the Early Medieval Central

Mediterranean, p. 392.
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(1) Gibson: The Surviving Remains of the Leonine Wall, pp. 34.
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