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The Concept of Religious Councils among the People of the Book

A Comparative Study

Concepts serve as the foundation of any knowledge framework,
encapsulating religious ideas, meanings, and content. Therefore, it is essential
to research, study, and compare concepts, especially when they are common
religious concepts. This research paper, titled "The Concept of Religious
Councils among the People of the Book: A Comparative Study," aims to
explore and compare the concept of religious councils among Jews and
Christians. It delves into the formation, meaning, and evidence from the holy
scriptures, tracing its evolution and the reasons for its emergence. All of this
is accomplished through a comparative study, critically assessed from an
Islamic perspective.

The study has yielded several notable results, including that the concept
and evolution of religious councils were distinct among Jews. These councils
transformed from places of worship, preaching, and remembrance into places
for legislation and adjudication, in contrast to Christian councils, which were
convened to examine and affirm distorted beliefs. Consequently, a direct
comparison between religious councils among the People of the Book and
collective religious jurisprudence among Muslims is not feasible.
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