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Abstract

The study mainly aims to answer the question: How does the
public’s exposure to circulating negative news on social media affect
their feeling of collective risk and its impact on the dimensions of quality
of life. The study was grounded on the theories of cultural implantation
and risk perception, and the researcher relied on tools of: questionnaire,
content analysis, and scientific observation to collect data for the study,
and the study sample included: (459) items from the Egyptian public, and
(1191) items from videos distributed as follows over the study crises: the
Hurricane Daniel crisis in the city of Derna, eastern Libya (209 items),
the crisis of the Israeli aggression on Gaza in October 2023. 487 items,
“The crisis of high prices in Egypt,” 495 items.

The Most Notable Results of the Study:

e The sample members’ use of social media in general is high, and it
occupies a great importance among the public according to the
capabilities it provides and the functions it performs, and the multiple
roles it plays among different classes and groups.

e Social media contributes greatly to increasing respondents’ feelings
of the pressures and risks resulting from crises, which subsequently
affects the general mood and their feelings of anxiety and
psychological disorders.

e The results reflected the extent of the public’s turnout in watching
videos actively that contented the crises under study, as the highest
statement in the active viewing scale indicated the presence of a state
of careful attention when exposed to these types of videos.

e It has become clear that the dimensions of quality of life most
affected by exposure to negative news in videos that dealt with the
crises under study among the respondents were represented, in order,
by (quality of social relationships), (quality of mental health), (career,
economic, or academic dimensions), then came the dimension of
(time management) in The fourth place, and followed by the
dimension of (quality of the surrounding environment), then the
dimension (respondents’ perception of the future), while the least
affected dimension is (quality of physical health).

e regarding to the analytical study, the type of impact of the most
present risk was “risk to the citizen.” This can be illustrated in the
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context that the majority of the videos produced or shared were by
citizens to express their positions regarding the crisis.

e As areas most present in the crises of the study also came to express
the basic content of each crisis separately, as the social effects of the
crisis were the highest in the Hurricane Daniel crisis, the “military
and security” field in the first place in the crisis of the Israeli
aggression on Gaza, and the “economic” field was in line with The
crisis of high prices in Egypt. The last two crises agreed that the
“social” field came in second place.

e The results of the study showed that the negative trend prevailed in
the videos under study, which confirms the focus on the value of
negativity in conveying the developments of the crisis.

e There are no statistically significant differences between males and
females regarding the effect of exposure to negative news in the crisis
videos regarding the study on the dimensions of quality of life. In
contrast, the hypothesis was proven truth with regard to the variables
(age) and (economic level), as the study found statistically significant
differences between the categories (age) and categories (economic
level) regarding the effect of exposure to negative news in crisis
videos under study on the dimensions of quality of life.

e The more the sample items follow news and developments of crises
and risks through social media, the greater the degree to which they
are affected by negative news on their general mood, and the more
the respondents feel the pressures and risks resulting from crises.

e There are statistically significant differences between the three crises
under study in the categories: the direction of the videos in favor of
the negative trend, the balance in showing the videos, the type of
Interests used in favor of the crisis (the Israeli aggression on Gaza in
2023), then (the crisis of high prices in Egypt), followed by (Crisis of
Hurricane Daniel in the city of Derna, eastern Libya).

Keywords :

Collective risk - negative news - the Egyptian public - social media - the
crisis of Hurricane Daniel in the city of Derna, eastern Libya - the crisis
of the Israeli aggression on Gaza in October 2023, the crisis of high
prices in Egypt.
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