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Abstract:

The science of Public Relations uses Soft Power, such as hosting
international events, to shape people’s images into a positive image towards
the country. This study aims to reveal the extent of the contribution of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia hosting the "Formula 1" motor race in shaping the
desired image of the Kingdom among the international visitors, and what
was the perceived image of the international visitors of Formula 1 regarding
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in terms of civilizational and development
(cognitive component), organizational capacity (emotional component), and
the Saudi people (social component). This descriptive study relied on the
convenience sampling method of international visitors of Formula 1 2022 in
Jeddah, using an electronic questionnaire on 162 respondents. The results
indicate the effective role of the Formula 1 race in drawing a positive
cognitive image of the Kingdom. The percentage of respondents who
believed that the race contributed to drawing a positive cognitive image of
the civilization and development of the Kingdom reached 93.3% in terms of
modern architecture of buildings in Jeddah, the beauty of the waterfront, and
the luxury and diversity of hotels and restaurants. Moreover, 80% admired
the high organizational capacity of the Kingdom, represented by the
distinction of the selected race site next to the Red Sea coast and completing
the race circuit in a short period of time (less than 8 months) with high
quality, along with the quality of the services provided and the activities
associated with the race. Additionally, 87% of the respondents reported the
role of their attendance at the race in shaping a positive image about the
Saudi people, who they saw as proud of their country and its achievements,
and for their cooperation, and friendly nature. Finally, 80% of the
respondents also confirmed the re-formation of their image of the Kingdom
in general after direct contact of the people and attending the race in Jeddah,
expressing their most prominent impressions were the desire to visit the
Kingdom again for tourism as well as attend the upcoming races. The
respondents indicated that the previous stereotypical image of Saudi Arabia,
its people and culture had changed to a positive one. The study confirmed
the existence of a moderate to strong positive relationship between the
image of the Kingdom and the cognitive, emotional and social components.
Finally, the results demonstrated the contribution of international sporting
events in building a positive image of the general perception of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and its people from the point of view of the international
visitors.
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