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Saudi public opinion attitudes towards the
foreign policy issues: a field study on Twitter
spaces

Assaf, A. Abdullah

Professor- Alimam Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic University
College Of Media and Communication

Abstract:

The study aimed to measure the attitudes of Saudi public
opinion towards foreign policy issues by measuring its attitudes
towards local Saudi issues raised on the social networking site
Twitter, specifically those raised on "Twitter spaces,"” a feature of
the site that has been very popular among members of Saudi
society in recent times. The researcher decided to measure the
attitudes of the Saudi public towards these issues raised via
Twitter in two stages, as follows:

First: Measuring the exposure rates to the social networking
site "Twitter," precisely the characteristics of the chat room spaces
that the site uses, and the size and motives of this exposure.

Second: Saudi public opinion's awareness of the issues
raised through these spaces, their details, their assessment of the
Saudi political role in them, and the relative advantages enjoyed
by these "spaces,” which make them attractive to them in
discussing Saudi issues over other sites or features of other social
media sites.

The survey was applied to a purposive sample of the Saudi
public, consisting of 420 individuals in the age group of 25 years
and over, residents of the city of Riyadh, the capital, due to its
great demographic diversity, which allows for the emergence of
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different examples, with somewhat diverse characteristics of
users. The social networking site Twitter makes it a
comprehensive sample of the characteristics of a random and
restricted sample.

One of the most important results of the study was the
presence of a statistically significant correlation between the
intensity of exposure to chat spaces on Twitter and the tendency
toward addressing these spaces with Saudi foreign policy issues.
It is a positive, direct relationship, meaning that the higher the
intensity of exposure to chat spaces on Twitter, the higher the
tendency toward addressing these issues in Twitter spaces. This
result indicates the impact of Twitter on the respondents' attitudes
toward political issues.

Keywords: Twitter chat spaces; Saudi public opinion; Foreign
Policy issues; Digital Diplomacy
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