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Balance and bias in the speeches of Kenyan
newspapers During the presidential elections
in 2022 Comparative analytical study

Dr.iman bellah Yasser
Lecturer at journalism department
The higher International Institute of Mass Communication

Abstract:

The main objective of this study is to "monitor and analyze the points of
balance and bias in the speeches of Kenyan newspapers during the presidential
elections in 2022", by using the survey methodology and the systematic
comparison method for 100 items in 2 newspapers, which are “The Star”, and
the “Daily Nation” during the period from 19 July to 15 August 2022. This
study used the media discourse analysis tool with its three parts represented in
identifying the active forces in the text and defining paths of evidence and
references for the studied journalistic discourse.

It should be noted that the focus of these newspapers was mainly on the
candidates, William Ruto, leader of the United Democratic Alliance Party and
outgoing Vice President Kenyatta, and Ben Raila Odinga, leader of the
opposition Orange Democratic Movement party, something that eventually
turned the presidential race into a two-way race, not a quadruple one, in clear
disregard for David Moore, leader of Agano’s party, and George Wajakoya.
Leader of the Roots Party. The topics that bore the names of both Ruto and
Odinga, individually or collectively, varied in the press discourses subject to
monitoring and analysis, and here was no clear presence of the names Wajakoya
and Moore except in two topics only. Nevertheless, this study revealed that
there was a great deal of professionalism and objectivity in the press discourse
of The Star and the Daily Nation towards the Kenyan presidential elections.

Keywords: Kenya elections: Bias, balance
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