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Humanism in Nigerian Arabic Poetry, The Poet Rabb
al-Qawafi as a model: "A Thematic Study"

Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Ali al-Ghafees
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of
Languages and Human Sciences, Qassim University,
Buraidah, Saudi Arabia
Email: abgfees@qu.edu.sa
Adam Yusuf Amoobolaji
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of
Languages and Human Sciences, Qassim University,
Buraidah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: This research delves into the humanism
within Nigerian Arabic poetry, focusing on the humanistic
vision and its manifestations in the works of one of its
prominent figures, the poet Muhammad Saeed Bello,
known as Rabb al-Qawafi. Adopting a thematic approach,
the study is structured into an introduction, a preface
discussion highlighting the concept of humanity and its
connection to literature, and two main sections.

The first section explores the journey of Arabic poetry
among Nigerian Arabists in Nigeria, tracing its origins,
development, and characteristics, while presenting a
collection of poetic examples that bear humanistic imprints
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produced by Nigerian poets. The second section examines
the manifestations of the humanism in Rabb al-Qawafi's
poetry. Through analyzing several humanitarian issues
addressed in his poetry, such as motherhood, deviance,
consultation, caution against envy, and the issue of
religious scholars in Europe, we seek to uncover the
deeper meanings underlying these texts that resonate with
the Nigerian society to which the poet belongs.

At the conclusion of this study, we have arrived at
significant findings that contribute to enriching the
landscape of Nigerian Arabic poetry and introduce Arab
readers to this body of literature.

Keywords: Humanism, Nigerian Arabic poetry, Rabb
al-Qawafi, Nigerian literature.
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