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Speeches of Aktham ibn Saifi "A Rhetorical Study
in Light of Contrastive interpretation"

Rawia Hussein Jaber Khalil
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Girls' College in
Taiba, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: Rawia-khalil.80@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract: The readings and interpretations of literary
works have diversified, and many of them have benefited
from the Western linguistic study. The Moroccan
researcher, Mohamed Bazzi, directed his attention towards
a rhetorical approach that links texts, existence, and faith-
based philosophy. From existence, humans derive their
expressive language, both spoken and written. The
language they possess is a reflection of the eloquence of
the universe, whose creator has established contrasts. In
this approach, Bazzi broadened the concept of contrast
and sought to form an Arabic interpretive theory based on
rhetoric by linking it to interpretation. Hence, this research
presents a new rhetorical reading of the Arabic speech and
offers the reader an opportunity to follow a contrastive
analysis of it. Its importance lies in its application of a new
method, the method of contrastive interpretation developed
by Mohamed Bazzi, to a rich heritage text full of wisdom,
advice, and high ideals, which are the speeches of Aktham
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ibn Safi. This text is a fertile ground for its application due

to its richness in structural verbal and semantic contrasts at
the levels of words and phrases, both present and absent.
The study aims to reveal the contrasts contained in these
speeches and to reach their hidden meanings and deep
structures. The most important results of the study include:
the analysis of the speeches using the method of
contrastive interpretation revealed Aktham's intentions and
the hidden meanings of the speeches, leading to
understanding its deep structure. It also crystallized
Aktham's philosophy in looking at the human existence in
the universe and what he should be, namely seizing his
present and enriching it with high ideals and benefiting
others, and fulfilling the purpose of his existence by
following the divine approach.

Keywords: Speeches, Aktham, Rhetoric, Contrastive
interpretation, Hidden meanings.
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