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The calligrapher Ibn al-Wahid
An analytical study of the technical sides of
his calligraphy style through his artworks
Abstract
Sharaf-al-Din Muhammad ibn al-Wahid is one of the
most famous calligraphers in the Mamluk period, was

born in Damascus in the mid-thirteenth century though
he lived most of his life in Cairo, he was a glorified
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calligrapher, taught by Yaqut al-Musta'simi, he excelled
in calligraphy, and became great at writing the seven
pens. Ibn Hajar Al-Asgalani mentioned about him that he
sells copies of the Qur’an without illumination or binding
for a thousand dirhams. A group of honorable Qur’ans
and manuscript books that he wrote for sultans and
princes during his lifetime are attributed to him. Perhaps
the most famous of these is Sultan Baybars’ Qur’an
written in gold thuluth calligraphy spread over seven
volumes, Lavish decoration was added by a team of
artists headed by the master illuminator Abu Bakr, also
known as Sandal, as it is considered one of the most
important copies of the Qur’an preserved in the Mamluk
period and the greatest and most beautiful in calligraphy
and illumination.

The importance of the research is due to the fact that it
shed light on the artworks as well as the artistic style in
calligraphy for one of the most important calligraphers,
Includes: the biography of the calligrapher and his
calligraphy opinions, the technical style of ibn al-Wahid
in writing his works which includes the method of ibn al-
Wahid In writing for the Basmalah, his Signing on
Works of Art, the technical features of the writings of ibn
al-Wahid in the Thuluth Calligraphy, his method of
outputting the writing page, and a table that includes the
vocabulary of the Thuluth calligraphy extracted from his
artworks in the Thuluth calligraphy.

Key Words: (Ibn al-Wahid, Calligrapher< Manuscript:
Thuluth<Basmala, Technical method, Signature method).
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(USA, Y+ A).
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- David Roxburgh, Prefacing the Image: The Writing
of Art History in Sixteenth-Century Iran, (Boston,Y « Y £).
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Egypt and Syria (YYe+-Ye\V), (Boston,Y+ YA).PAYY,
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(UK, YY),
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