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The Trees on Late Roman Coins and their
Historical and Archaeological

significance.

Abstract

The Egyptian museum of Cairo holds a very large
numismatic collection in gold, silver and Bronze. Groups of
coins in this collections coming from Al Ashmonein. It
consists in bronze follis of the Constantius |l and Constans
periods. The group of 629 coins is mostly constituted with
Constantius Il and Constans issues from various mints.
The group include many topics, some of them bearing a
war scene include a depiction of different trees that refer to
specific places and cities in which those wars took place,
in which victories were recorded on the coins of
Constantius Il and Constans, the brothers who ruled the
Roman Empire together one of them in the East and the
other in the West, and they fought many wars to preserve
the empire, so this war scene is depicted on their coins
only to commemorate their victories. Although this scene is

similar and common between the two emperors, each coin
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include a certain type of trees that were known in ancient
times and still exist today, therefore, this research is an
appropriate opportunity to shed light on this scene and
determine the types of those trees that will refer to the
places and cities in which shows where those battles took
place, and the historical events that recorded on each
coin, as well as the cities in which those coins were struck,
and tracing that trees and their ancient and modern
locations.

Keywords Trees- the Late Roman coins— Constans |-

Constantius II.
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I T.D. Barnes, Constans and Gratian in Rome, Harvard Studies in
Classical Philology 79 (1975), 327.
* A.E.R. Boak, A History of Rome to 565 AD. (New York 1921), 388.
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meaning in the mid 4" century, Revuebelge de numismatique et de
sigillographie 163 (Brussel 2017), 150; H. Mattingly, FEL. TEMP.
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N. H. Gerges, The common figs "Ficus Caria" in ancient Egypt until "
the new kingdom, International Journal of Heritage, Tourism and
Hospitality 14.3, (Egypt 2020), 202.
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archaeometry, 13.2, (Greece 2013), 140.
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