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Supportive Social Dimensions for the Transition to a
Sustainable Green University

"An Applied Study on Damietta University"

Abstract

The current research aims to reveal the social dimensions that
support the transformation of Damietta University to a sustainable green
university, and to identify the most important challenges of this
transformation. The research relied on the social survey approach; the
questionnaire and in-depth interview tools were used. The questionnaire
was applied to a sample of (270) faculty members. The research found out
that the University has achieved a remarkable advance in the Green
Universities ranking in the last three years. One of the most important
reasons beyond this advance was the internationalization of the university
and its being recognized globally. The research also showed the
effectiveness of the social dimensions model that supports the
transformation of the University to a sustainable green university. The
model is built up of five integrated dimensions: environmental, social,
economic, cultural, and technological. The most important challenges that
faced the green transition were the lack of data and information necessary
to make decisions related to the university's green axes, and the increase
in the cost of investment and maintenance in green buildings. The study
recommended: the establishment of a green office for planning and
sustainable development in the University, and a commitment of the
University to implement the Green Metric classification policies and
guidelines for international university standards and indicators that focus
mainly on the societal dimensions of a sustainable green university. In
addition, the University has to increase the support for the budget
allocated to the axes of sustainability, especially, the investment in the
implementation of green buildings and using renewable energy resources
in the university.

Key Words

Societal dimensions, sustainable green university, social innovation,
green universities ranking
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