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"Youth Use Of Social Networking Sites Between
Positive And Negative Effects"

Abstract:

In recent years, the world has witnessed a different kind of social com-
munication between individuals and societies in light of the technological
revolution and the communication revolution. this situation contributed to
the abolition of borders and distances between peoples, the mixing and
fusion of different cultures. it also opened new horizons in social relations
between individuals.

Social networking sites influence have become one of the features that
distinguished the modern and post-modern societies. At the head of the
users of social networking sites are young people whose ages range from
17 to 35 years, and the youth stage is considered one of the most im-

portant stages of life that an individual goes through in his life.
Statistic indicates that in 2021 AD there were more than 4.26 billion
people using social networking sites all over the world, meaning that ap-
proximately 59.3% of the world's population uses at least one social net-
working site. This is expected to increase. The number will reach nearly 6
billion users by 2027.
There is no doubt that social networking sites, like many tools of modern
technology, have their positive and negative effects. That is why this re-
search is concerned with revealing the negative and the positive effects
resulting from the youth's use of social networking sites.
The research came in three axes, the first axis dealt with youth: the con-
cept, characteristics and problems, and the second axis dealt with: the
forms and characteristics of social networking sites, while the third axis
included: the effects of youth’s use of social networking sites.
The conclusion came to summarize the positive and negative effects re-
sulting from the youth’s use of these sites, stressing that the presence of
social networking sites has become inevitable in all aspects and matters of
life, and that the youth’s use of these sites has become an urgent necessity
for them, in connection with matters of practical and scientific life.
The research concluded that: The youth's use of social networking sites
has positive effects, the most important of which was the exchange of ex-
periences and knowledge in many fields, the increase and awareness of
societal issues, and the achievement of intellectual and cultural conver-
gence between young people in various countries of the world. This is in
ovy
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addition to the role that social networking sites play in distance education,

which was evident during the spread of the Corona epidemic worldwide.
On the other hand, the research revealed some negative effects of young
people's use of social networking sites, the most important of which was a
waste of time, a decline in the use of the local language, a decline in mor-
al values, violation of privacy, intellectual theft, cyberbullying, and other
negative effects.

Hence, the research recommended the need to develop strategies to raise
the awareness of young users of social networking sites of the negative
effects in light of strategies from the state to govern sites contrary to pub-
lic morals and work to activate the units of psychological, social and aca-
demic counseling in universities and the carrying out of private associa-
tions their tasks in guiding young people and directing them to the opti-

mal use of social communication sites.

Keywords: Youth - social networking sites — effect
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