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Social Networks and Power Structure A Study on a Sample of Civil
Activists and Representatives of Political Forces in Suez

Abstract:

The current study works on understanding and analyzing the importance
of the multiplicity of social networks based on collective identity in pow-
er structure, and the associated conflicts and political forces. Then the
problem of the study was identified in the following question:

What is the relationship between the institutionalization and multiplicity
of collective identity

networks, and the social conflict to power structure in Suez?

The study used several research approaches; Starting from the historical
approach, passing through the descriptive approach, and ending with the
limited comparative method, which required the selection of specific cas-
es, which are rich in data that they possess and express due to the political
and social attitudes and experiences they went through. Accordingly, sev-
eral criteria were designed to get a deliberate sample of NGO activists.
Furthermore, cases of former independent and partisan deputies

The sample size was eighteen cases, representing the main social forces
involved in the political process, which have political and organizational
expertise and experience. The cases of civil associations included four
associations: Al-guraan, Al-Mahasneh, Abnoud, and Algalaa.

Results: The basic structure of the social networks of the immigrants from
Upper Egypt - in Suez - has traditional traits, supporting common roots as
a governing criterion in building and mobilizing identity.

These networks rely on the most experienced and organized activists in
their ability to reframe the meanings of identity, and to show its im-
portance and authenticity.

Keywords: power structure, social networks, framing identity, power
conflicts
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