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The Role of Field Training in Improving Professional Practice
Among Students of the College of Architecture and Planning, King
Saud University

Ali bin Mohammad Ali Ajlan Mohammad bin Saeed Alissan
Researcher and Head of Field Training Unit Al-Ghamdi
Department of Architecture and Building Science,  Department of Architecture and Building
College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud Science, College of Architecture and
University Planning, King Saud University
aajlan@ksu.edu.sa malissan@ksu.edu.sa
ABSTRACT

Field training is a link between architectural education and professional practice. Is
it also true from the point of views of students of the Architecture and Planning
Faculty at King Saud University in Riyadh? This is the main question that this study
seeks to answer. King Saud University was chosen because of the history of the
College of Architecture and Planning as the oldest school at GCC and Arabian
Peninsula. The College is also keen to provide summer training programs for
students in many government bodies, offices, and local and foreign companies.

In order to achieve the objective of the study, a questionnaire was distributed to 85
students who were trained between 2015 and 2016. The first question was about
students’ evaluation for the training supervisor and the second question related to
students’ evaluation for the training institute and the third question related to
students’ evaluation for the content of the training program. The questionnaire aimed
to identify the most important problems facing field training and its role in improving
the professional practice of the students at the College of Architecture and Planning
at KSU. The questionnaire also aimed to investigate the students’ views about the
field training program offered to them in terms of training content and Its
compatibility with the theoretical study.

The results of the questionnaire analysis showed students' overall satisfaction with
the field training they received, which was generally intended to relate the practical
part to theoretical. The research indicated that training may not achieve the desired
goal due to some problems. One of the most important problems affecting the
achievement of the objectives of the field training is the lack of a clear plan for
training, or the existence of an organized plan but not being committed by the
implementing agencies. Failure to adhere to the timetable for training is one of the
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major problems that hinder the achievement of the objectives of field training. The
study recommended that students must complete the training period to achieve the
benefit. It recommended that the supervisor of the training should follow up trainees
in continuous method and with strong cooperation with the provider of the training.

Keywords: Field Training, College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud
University, Architectural Education, Architecture and Planning Field.
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