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INTELLECTUAL EXTREMISM AMONG RURAL YOUTH AND THE
FACTORS AFFECTING IT
A COMPARATIVE STUDY IN SHARKIA AND MINYA
GOVERNORATES

Radwan, M. Y. A.
Rural Sociology, faculty of Agriculture, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt

ABSTRACT: The research aimed to identify the opinion of the respondents on the manifestations of
intellectual extremism among rural youth, its causes, and its effects, and to identify the differences
between the respondents in the two governorates of the study with regard to their opinion on the causes of
intellectual extremism, as well as to identify the proposals of the respondents to limit the spread of the of
intellectual extremism. The research was conducted on 382 respondents from rural youth in some villages
of the governorates of Sharkia and Minya, and field data was collected using a questionnaire form in
personal interviews during the months of November and December 2023. Data was analyzed with
appropriate tools and statistical methods. The results showed that the most prominent manifestations of
intellectual extremism among young people are: claiming to possess the absolute truth, criticizing others
and self-praise, and excluding the other who differs in opinion. And that among the most important
causes of intellectual extremism among young people, in order: religious causes, economic causes, and
educational causes. One of the most prominent effects of intellectual extremism on the identity of youth
is, in order: it leads to acts of sabotage against the homeland, it leads to self-loss, it leads to isolationism
and alienation, and it leads to weak loyalty and belonging. The results also showed that among the most
important proposals of the young respondents to limit the spread of the phenomenon of intellectual
extremism among young people: activating the role of the media in addressing the issue of intellectual
extremism in the first rank by 95%, working to provide job opportunities for young people with suitable
income in the second rank by 91.4%, and activating the role of the family in the sound socialization of
children in the third rank by 87.9%. The research ended with a number of recommendations that were
drawn from the results of the research, which may contribute to limiting the exacerbation and spread of
the phenomenon of intellectual extremism among young people.

Key words: Intellectual extremism, Rural Youth, Rural Development, Sharkia, Minya.
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