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Virtual Art museums as one of the Methods of Teaching
Visual Arts to Primary School Students in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arab
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Abstract

Virtual museums represent a form of technological revolution sweeping across the
world, and their potential in the field of education, particularly in visual arts, is
significant. Many of the world's museums now offer virtual activities, whether through
videos on platforms like YouTube or immersive environments within the museums
themselves, allowing visitors to engage and interact with exhibits. From this
perspective, the research problem arises in highlighting virtual museums as an
educational resource to enrich the artistic knowledge of primary-level students, aiming
to explore art museums that provide virtual tours and activities. The central question of
this study is: Can virtual art museums serve as an effective educational resource in the
field of art learning?

This study hypothesizes that virtual museums are a valuable resource for teaching art to
primary-level students. It aims to contribute to the enhancement of visual arts
education for primary students, guide teachers to utilize virtual museums in their
teaching practices, raise awareness among specialists in the field of visual arts
regarding the importance of benefiting from virtual services available in the field, and
open new horizons for visual arts education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The importance of this research stems from the recommendations of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), which urged
countries to find alternatives for education during the COVID-19 pandemic (UNESCO,
2020). Saudi Arabia responded by adopting remote learning across most of its
educational sectors (MOE, 2020) and has continued to develop e-learning platforms
and incorporate modern technologies in education post-pandemic. Therefore, it is
crucial to recognize the importance of leveraging available technological resources to
enrich the educational process by incorporating virtual museums as a teaching method
in visual arts.

The study’s key findings indicate that employing modern learning technologies, of
which virtual museums are a form, contributes to the development of students' skills.
The field of arts in general, and visual arts in particular, play a role in fostering
students' growth, enabling them to become artists, critics, connoisseurs, or simply
individuals with an appreciation for the role of art in the development of past
civilizations and the building of a new future. Furthermore, the accessibility to artistic
displays worldwide through virtual museums is expected to nurture various aspects of
students' personalities.

Among the primary recommendations of the research is an emphasis on the importance
of integrating modern technology in visual arts education, training teachers to
effectively employ modern technologies in general education and specifically in visual
arts.

Keywords: Virtual Museums, Education in Saudi Arabia, Visual Arts, Art Education,
Primary Education
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