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Abstract:

The current study aimed to investigate the difficulties of reading
comprehension of English language among female secondary school
students and how to treat them. To achieve this goal, the study used the
descriptive approach, relied on a questionnaire to collect data, and was
applied to a sample of (458) secondary school students in the city of Riyadh.
The researcher prepared a questionnaire, which consisted of two parts. The
first part includes three main axes revolving around the difficulties of
reading comprehension in the English language. The first axis includes the
linguistic difficulties, which came with a high score, as the overall average
of the axis’s phrases reached (2.3956 out of 3), means (high) degree of
agreement. The second axis included the phrases related to the students’
failure to use comprehension strategies, the total average of the axis
statements reached (2.3862 out of 3), which is a (high) degree of agreement,
while the third axis included statements related to the most prominent
obstacles which come from the teaching methods used from the students’
point of view, the overall average of the axis phrases reached (1.9832 out of
3), which is a (medium) degree of agreement. The second part included the
suggested ways to overcome the difficulties of reading comprehension, the
overall average of the axis phrases reached (2.6485 out of 3), which is a
(high) degree of approval. The results showed that the students do not even
attempt to read the comprehension, because there were ready-made answers
in some electronic applications, and because they were afraid of making
mistakes in front of their friends, while most of them have the correct
answers, and because they do not have reading comprehension strategies,
and because some of the teachers treated the reading text as assessments.
Keywords: reading comprehension difficulties, reading comprehension,
reading strategies.
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