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The impact of political, economic, social and sectarian factors on
popular groups in "Bilad Asham" during the Mamluk era
(667-923 AH/1268-1517AD)

By
Dr. Saadia bint muaz Al-Zahrani

Umm Al-Qura Unversity — College of Sharia and Islamic Studies
Department of Islamic History

Abstract:

This research aims to identify the details of the political, economic, social
and sectarian factors that helped the emergence of the popular groups in
"Bilad Asham" and the increase in the numbers of their members and the
area of their base during the Mamluk era, which is a long era full of
various events in which the members of the popular groups were an
important part of it. The importance of this study lies in the fact that it
clears the dust of a very important period of Shami history, which is the
period of Mamluk rule that lasted for nearly three centuries, The study
also sheds light on the history of the Shami popular groups, which
constituted the majority of the members of society at the time, in addition
to highlighting the suffering that these groups faced in establishing their
existence and defending their rights and interests. In terms of results, the
research reached a number of important results, including that what is
meant by the popular groups are the elements of the general class of
society who are the vast majority of people, whether they are workers,
artisans, peasants, and others who do not have a significant social status
within society. Among the results is that many economic factors
contributed to the emergence of popular groups and the expansion of
their base, Among them is the excessive imposition of various taxes, and
the recurrence of the phenomenon of counterfeiting currency which often
leads to the destabilization of economic life, the spread of high prices,
and the rise in food prices in particular.

key words: Public class - Mamluks - Bilad Asham - Revolutions -
Taxes.
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