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Abstract:

Black sand is considered one of Egypt's treasures on the shores of the
Mediterranean and the Red Sea. Therefore, it is one of the most
important natural resources enjoyed by Egypt’'s seashores. It contains
many minerals that have been neglected and wasted for many years,
and if they are exploited well, their resources will suffice the entire
people and push the Egyptian economy forward. It can also become
one of the most important national projects that plays an active role in
the nation’s renaissance.

The study area has the largest reserve of black sand in Egypt. It
contains 600 million cubic meters of black sand, which is what the
Egyptian state aspires to pay attention to the study area, develop it,
and specify it within the projects of the 2030 Sustainable Development
Plan. The study area also represents a population concentration with a
diverse economic complex. Perhaps the Nile River is the main and
direct cause of the formation of black sand. It was originally river
sediments that were transported by the Nile River and found their way
to the sea, mixing with its waters and acquiring many iron minerals due
to the waves that returned them again to the seashore again. This was
helped by marine erosion, the nature of the beach, and the tides.

The study aims to highlight the role of historical geography in
identifying the most important natural characteristics of the study area,
which contains the largest reserve of black sand, and then study the
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characteristics of black sand and its historical development in the
period from 1953-2021 AD using geographical information systems.
The study also seeks to emphasize the economic importance of black
sand in the study area and the economic minerals extracted, and to
determine global and Egyptian reserves of it. It also sheds light on the
future of black sand in light of Egypt’s vision for sustainable
development.

Keywords: Black Sand - Historical Geography - Nile Delta Coast-
Rosetta
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