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The Importatce of the historical archive at the Museum of Islamic
Art in documenting the stages of development of the Museum of

Islamic Art in Cairo

By

Heba Abdullah Mahmoud Abdel-Aal
Prof. Dr. Raafat Abdel-Razek Abu El-Enein
Professor of Archeology and Islamic Civilization, Faculty of Arts, Tanta

University

Abstract:

The museum archive is the memory of the museum and the first and
truest way to research the history of any museum and learn about the
stages of development of that museum It went through many stages in
the development of thought, managemenit, buildings, and methods of
display, and it is characterized by the diversity in its archaeological
collections, which are dealt with through archival materials such as
records, photographs, and. etc., through the archival materials of the
Museum of Islamic Art. Which shows the extent of the development
that the museum has gone through, since the idea during the reign of
Khedive Ismail, and until now.

The archive is of great importance in the lives of individuals and
countries, as it plays an important role in all scientific, economic and
cultural fields, as it is possible to anticipate all administrative or
scientific matters, as it thus constitutes an evidentiary value, so all
sectors have begun to give important values to the archive, which they

have become dependent on in their administrative management. By
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relying on documents and papers and works to compare and evaluate
them.

Since its inception, the Museum of Islamic Art has gone through
several stages, since 1903 AD and the opening of the museum until
1983 AD, which is the first development of the Museum of Islamic Art
in Cairo, and since 1983 AD until 2003 AD-2010 AD, the second
development of the Museum of Islamic Art, then the explosion of the
museum, the restoration and rehabilitation of the museum, artifacts
and the prominent role Which was played by photographs in this, as
well as the role of the museum archive in preserving the stages of
development of the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo.

The importance of the topic lies in the fact that it did not take its right
within archeology in a large way. The research aims to shed light on a
new topic in museum studies, which is the archival role and its
important relationship with museums and museum collections of

science.

Keywords: Islamic antiquities, Islamic archiving, Museum of Islamic

Art.
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