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Democracy of the Netherworld in Ancient Egypt through
the First Intermediate Period
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Professor of Archeology and Vice Dean for Postgraduate Studies,

Faculty of Arts, Tanta University

Abstract:

At the end of the era of the OIld Kingdom around 2300 BC
appeared a set of religious texts known as the texts of the
pyramids, which are the oldest magic and religious spells, they
represent the product of the religious thought of the ancient
Egyptian since the earliest times, they remained scattered on
papyrus and pottery surfaces until they were first recorded by King
Onas, and then continued in the pyramids of four of his successors
from the kings of the Sixth Dynasty and also in the pyramids of
gueens wives of King Bibi Il, and then in the era of the Eighth
Dynasty in the pyramid of King Ibe All of them are in Saqgara, and
after the fall of the old state, Egypt was punctuated by a major
wave of religious democracy that paved the way for the emergence
of new religious and funerary concepts, ideas, perceptions,
doctrines and funerals, and after the Osirian right and all its related
privileges were limited to the king alone, where the king was a holy
god, his divine person could not be touched, and he was
nicknamed some titles that give him sanctity and respect, and then
the matter was extended to the people and each deceased
individual became united with Ozir.

The new religious current was known as the trend of conservatives
or the old trend, a trend that is very similar to the old trend, its
owners remained on the beliefs of their ancestors in the idea of

1 Wilson, J.a., The intellectual Adventure of Ancient Man, (Chicago, 1941), 57.
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resurrection and immortality, so they continued to build tombs, hold
rituals and make offerings, but they recorded on their coffins texts
known as the coffins in a way that suits their time and achieves
their wishes, and the most important renovation is the nickname of
the deceased as a minister, where any human being is subjected to
appear before a minister in the courtroom - in what is known as
(democracy of the other world) - if he makes a mistake In the right
of any other person and asked to be sued and then this developed
and each individual appeared before a minister, as the * kAdoes
not receive offerings until after the deceased has been acquitted

and obtained the title%g%@ of m3°— hrw?.
Keywords:

Coffin Texts, the direction of the conservatives, the title of Ozir, the
deceased, the Ra, the trial, the Maat, the democracy of the other
world.

L Ozir: The greatest idol of ancient Egypt is the son of the earth's forehead and the notch of
heaven and the brother of each of the six and the plant of even his wife and he got married iHis
sister Essa was a ruler on earth teaching humans agriculture and after losing his brother he
became a ruler of the other world and the meaning of his name in hieroglyphics® wsir Meaning
the throne of the eye or the seat of the eye or the one that took his throne and his worship
spread in the era of No.Head The sixth during the revolution in the era of Bibi Il when the graves
were stolen and everyone in the people wished iTo be JsiSeen« The name Ozir has appeared in
the documents since the era of the Fifth Dynasty, specifically in the second half of it, but a
serious column appeared in one of the tombs of the First Dynasty in Helwan, andWhen the King
died, he was united with him in the world.lIt was the king's dream until the first transitional era,
then all the people became united with the idol Osyr, and this indicates the spread of his worship
throughout Egypt. Wn-nfr That is, the beautiful being because it is the dream of every king to
remain Khalid is like him in the other world and xnty- imnty Any master of the strangers because
he is the king of the dead nb AbDw Yes, Mr. Abydos, because he was a major idol in Abydos
and Abu Sir, where there was an idol named Anijiti, so the idol Ozir took the badges from them,
which is the slaughtered ferry.s About a rod tied to it three strips of beads and the scepter of the
shepherd i.e. the stick of the shepherd and the scepter of the shepherd meaning he rules
HgAFor more see: Manfred Lorcker, Dictionary of Idols and Symbols in Ancient Egypt, translated
by Salah al-Din Ramadan, (Cairo, 2000), 63-64.

2 ﬁ g %ﬁ @ This title is associated with the name of the deceased and means the one who
is innocent of sins or the honest voice or who says truthfully he only speaks the truth, which
indicates ¢ To me the purity of the deceased among the acquitted in the other world, and this
attribute expressed the success of the deceased in the examination of the court of death in the
other world, and perhaps the voice was the voice of the judge issuing the acquittal or it refers to
the voice of the deceased when appealing to the idols in the protectorate to acquit him, and that
his statements have been believed and that he is righteous.
Jan Asman, The Pharaonic Egypt and the Idea of Social Justice« Translated by Zakia Tabouzada
and Alia Sharif, 89(Cairo, 1996).-90.
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