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Abstract

The Effectiveness of the (REACT)Strategy based ofContextual
learning in Developing some Historical Understanding
and Metacognition Skills For Secondary
School Students

The current research aimed to develop some metacognitive skills and
historical understanding among second-year secondary school students, by
reformulating the unit (Islamic conquests and the spread of Islam) with a
REACT strategy based on contextual learning. A list of metacognition
skills was prepared and included three main skills and (15) sub-skills, and
a list of historical understanding skills that included (5) main skills and
(20) sub-skills, for the students of the “research group”, which consisted of
(64) students. The second year of secondary school is a control and
experimental group, and it was implemented in the first semester of the
year 2023 - 2024 AD.The researcher followed the descriptive and
experimental approach in designing research materials and tools, which
were represented in a student book and a teacher’s guide according to the
REACT strategy, a test of historical understanding skills, and a measure of
metacognitive skills for the students in the research group. Through the
pre- and post-application of the research tools on the research group, the
results showed the effectiveness of the unit formulated according to the
(REACT) strategy in developing students’ historical understanding skills
and metacognitive skills. The researcher recommended expanding the use
of the (REACT) strategy in history curricula, and the necessity of
including teaching objectives. History at all educational levels has specific
goals for developing historical understanding and metacognitive skills.
Keywords: Contextual learning, REACT strategy, Historical
understanding skills, Metacognitive skills
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