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Ten-Year War in Cuba (1868-1878)

& the United States' Position on it 

Abstract

Cuba was discovered by Christopher Columbus in 1492, and remained 

under Spanish rule for four centuries. Cuba remained loyal to the 

Spanish crown at the time when the Spanish colonies in Central and 

South America revolted, and gained its independence during the first 

quarter of the nineteenth century. However, several political, social 

and economic factors have led to the ignition of many rebellions as a 

result of poor economic conditions, tax increases, social 

discrimination between Spaniards and other social groups, the 

problem of slaves, the denial of Cuba's political rights and the 

tightening of Spain's grip on it. The aforementioned conditions led to 

the explosion of the larger rebellion called the Ten-Year War (1868–

1878), which ended with the Peace of Zanjón in February 1878 – a 

peace that favored Spain whereby Cuba remained subservient to 

Spain, and gave some reforms to Cuba, which had practically no 

effect. 

The research deals with the causes of the ten-year war, the 

developments of the war, the social groups that participated in it, the 

consequences that resulted from it, and the position of the United 

States of America on the war. 

Keywords: United States– Spain– Cuba– Slaves– Carlos Manuel de 

Cespedes
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