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Negative uses of Social media: A field study on a sample of Social
media users in rural and urban areas of Menofia governorate

Abstract

The study aimed at examining the negative uses of social media and
relied on sample social survey method. The researcher conducted a
field study using guestionnaire tool, and it was applied on a sample of
social media users in rural and urban areas of Menofia governorate.
The sample reached (662 individuals) of social media users from both
sexes. The field results revealed a number of findings including five
main motives behind the negative uses of social media. They are the
immorality, the spread of chaos in society and the decline of many
values, achieving material gains through what is known as trend,
revenge against others through defaming them on social media and
blackmailing others to achieve personal benefits. Moreover, the results
revealed that there are many forms of negative uses of social media.
The most common ones are: intrusion into the privacy of others,
spreading misleading information about public issues, publishing
content that violates customs and societal traditions, appearing with
false data and using social media in fraud. There are also negative
uses such as publishing immoral content that contradicts the morals of
society, publishing false information about public figures and
celebrities, attacking religions, impersonating other people and
publishing hateful content.

The study recommends the necessity of intensifying the penalties
for those who misuse social media by jailing for no less than 3 years.
Misusing social media should be considered a felony with a large fine
for those who found guilty. The study also recommends educating
social media users about the importance of documenting any offence
that they may face to submit it to the competent security authorities to
enhance their ability to enforce punishment on those who commit such
crimes.

Keywords: Social media, Anomie, Negative uses, Emile Durkheim,
Robert Merton
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