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Abstract:

It is historically proven that King Khufu abandoned the cemetery sites
chosen by his father, King Senefru, the founder of the Fourth Dynasty,
in both Meidum and Dahshur, and chose the Giza Plateau 40 km north
of Dahshur to be the site of the new royal cemetery on which he built
his pyramid. Perhaps the obvious question that imposes itself before
This historical fact is why Khufu chose this spot from the Memphis
cemetery, leaving the cemeteries of the ancestors, and what are the
circumstances that made some of Khufu's successors repeat this
decision by Khafre and Menkaure, and did not search for a new
cemetery like his successor, Djefra, who chose the Abu Rawash
cemetery in North. Such questions require a closer look at the
landscape of the same archaeological site of the Giza cemetery as the

official royal cemetery during the Fourth Dynasty.

This research aims to study both the natural and cultural reasons that
were behind the selection of a specific spot from the land of the
Memphis cemetery to become an ideal site for the establishment of a
royal cemetery in general, and to investigate the extent to which the
ideal criteria for the royal cemetery were achieved at the site of the

Giza cemetery in particular during the era of the Fourth Dynasty.

Keywords: Landscape - Cemeteries of Memphis - Cemetery of Giza -
Royal Cemetery - Fourth Dynasty.
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