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The Problem of Woman in Ibn Rushd’s Writings
(A Study in Ibn Rushd's Progressive Thought)

By
Dr. Yasser Al-Batanouni
Assistant Professor of Islamic Philosoph

Faculty of Arts - Menoufia University

Abstract

This paper aims to examine the problem of woman in the writnigs of the
Muslim Andalusian philosopher of Cordoba Ibn Rushd (often Latinized as
Averroes: AH 520 - 595/AD 1126 - 1199), to show his progressive vision of
his attitude towards women's roles and issues in his era.

Ibn Rushd left us literature, summaries, and explanations through which we
can discern a progressive philosophical vision of women and their issues
that represent the pinnacle of modernity; we did not find it among any of the
thinkers and philosophers before him or in his era.

He championed women's issues, defended her rights vigorously, called for
equality with men, and participation of them in all works, and saw that
woman could be a ruler and a philosopher just like the man. Women did not
exist solely for the pleasure of men, procreation, breastfeeding, and caring
for a child without participating with men in the rest of the necessary work
in society. This impedes their potential and talents that qualify them for that,
which makes them dependent on men, and the cause of poverty, collapse
and misery of those societies that do not believe in their

capabilities and talents.
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(3) Hourani (G): The life and thought of Ibn Rushd, a series of four lectures delivered on

February 15 and 28 March, 4and 11. 1957. school of oriental studies. the American University
at Cairo, 3™ . Lecturd, P.34.
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