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Abstract:

This study explores the direct impact of Middle Greek comedy which prevailed
in Athens from about 404 BC to about 321 BC on the New Greek comedy in both
dramatic scenes and characters in the light of the preserved papyri which related to
both.First of all the writers of Middle Greek comedy have inherited social,
philosophical and political scenes and typical characters from the old comedy, but
gradually they added mythological,banquet of food - drink scenes and typical
characters like slave, cooker and prostitute in their plays, which became afterwards
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as a good base for the writers of New Greek comedy who tried to imitate them with
some new details.This study has three main points: firstly: the characteristics of
plays and fragments of middle Greek comedy. Secondly: the most important scenes
of Middle Greek comedy and its influence on the New Greek comedy.finally: the
most important characters of Middle Greek comedy and its influence on the New
Greek comedy.

Keywords: Greek papyri — New Greek comedy — Middle Greek comedy.
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