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Abstract:
Trope and the Production of Meaning in The Novel Qalb Al-lay/

by Naguib Mahfouz

This paper aims to reveal the role of metaphor in producing meaning in
narrative discourse, its role in raising and highlighting issues, and its impact
on motivating the thoughts, ideologies and perceptions of the characters. This
is achieved through investigating the relationship between metaphor and
cognition on the one hand, and persuasion on the other hand: similarities
between things are identified, thus highlighting the ideological and mental
tendency of both the producer and the recipient; and mental connections that
affect the conviction and the perception of the universe are determined. To
this end, Naguib Mahfouz’s Qalb Al-Lail, a philosophical, existential novel,
which represents one of Naguib Mahfouz’s important writing stages, is



analyzed. The novel is also rich in linguistic metaphor, which reflects
Mahfouz’s intellectual vision towards man’s nature and existence in this life.
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