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The Motives of French and American Intervention
in West Africa: The Mali as Case Study
Mohmaed Abdelaizm Elchime®

Abstract

This study concerns within the descriptive and analytical
studies aimed at describing and analyzing frameworks and
trends to determine the nature of influence and vulnerability in
the international balance of power, and to answer the problem,
what is the actual purpose of foreign (American-French)
interventions in western of Africa? From the main question
stems from the questions: Does the intervention come within
the framework of the supreme policies of the European
countries? Or is the purpose to secure energy sources and
eliminate the danger coming from Islam and Muslims as an
intellectual ideology opposed to Western liberal values? Mali
stood out as an interesting case because it was the latest country
in Africa to witness the collapse of the state system and the
subsequent direct foreign intervention in the form of a military
one after the onset of political transformations in the Arab
region. The available political literature regarding French and
American activities in that country can mainly be categorized as
left-leaning, security and counterterrorism oriented, and to a
lesser extent development and environmental oriented.
Keywords: International intervention, US-African relations,
French-African relations, West Africa, Mali.

*Associate Professor of Political Science, Helwan University
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the need for a Multidimensional Strategy”. Global Change, Peace and
Security, 31(1), 113-1109.
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New York: Cambridge University Press, pp.148-173.
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4 Nelson, E. (2016, October 5). French Intervention in Africa Reflects its
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® Taylor, 1. (2019). “France a fric: The CFA zone in Africa and
neocolonialism” Third World Quarterly, 40(6), 1064-1088.
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