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Abstract:

The “Abbasid caliphs used the sikka to proclaim their designated heirs proactively,
but coins could also be used in order to raise a succession claim after a ruler had passed away,
since the inclusion of a ruler’s name in the sikka was considered one of the crucial insignia of
rulership. In Bayid times, this ‘right of sikka’ was fully developed, and the Buyid ‘empire’
can be described as a dynastic hierarchical confederacy, ideally with one supreme sovereign
as head of the family at the top of the pyramid. If the successor of the supreme ruler, however,
was not the same person as the senior member of the family, this could easily lead to
dissension, and in general, there is a fundamental opposition between the succession of a
designated heir (by inheritance) on the one hand, and the realpolitik process in which an
opposing candidate for the throne (within the same dynasty) prevails by his superior power or
due to being preferred and backed by others. In this paper, we will refer to the example of a
coin that was minted in Astarabad and seems to bear the name of Shahrisalar ibn Mu’ayyid
al-Dawla. We will discuss the possibility of this new attribution, explaining the underlying
political situation during the years in question, and the subject of succession will also be
illustrated by including other Biiyid coin types (like the one minted 347 AH in Nasibin). This
study is based on interactive maps developed as part of the sikka:biiya project at Tibingen
University’s Research Center for Islamic Numismatics (FINT).

Keywords: Abbasid caliphate, Buyid dynasty, numismatics, history of Iran,

Astarabad, transition of power, hierarchy, succession, inheritance of rulership, sikka.
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