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in Light of the Private Collection of Mr. Yahya Ja’afar in the United Arab Emirates
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Abstract:

This study is significant and explores two rare prototypes of the silver dirham
of Imam Ali Al-Rida Al-Alawi, with whom the Abbasid Caliph Al-Ma'mun bin Hariin
Al-Rashid entrusted with the mandate of the covenant. This event was the first in the
history of the Abbasid caliphate and Islamic history for a Sunni caliph to entrust the
mandate of the covenant after him to an ‘Alawly crown prince, namely Imam Al1 al-
Rida, the eighth imam of the Twelver Shi'ah “’Ithna ‘ASariyya” imams. The study
presented the significance and justifications for choosing this topic by investigating
the two prototypes in a historical framework that highlighted the pledge of allegiance
to the mandate of the covenant of Imam Ali al-Rida. Meanwhile, it presented an
overview of the previously published coins of the Imam to highlight the difference
between them and the newly published prototypes, as an addition to the monetary
history of Imam Al1 al-Rida. Then, it provided a detailed study of two rare, previously
unpublished dirhams of Imam Ali al-Rida, analyzing their inscriptions within the
contemporary cultural framework. The study demonstrated the existence of a new
prototype of dirhams for Imam Al1 Al-Rida that helped popularize his coins among
the Alawites. Notably, these two dirhams illustrated that the two coins published in
this study were the first dirhams minted by Imam Ali al-Rida in 202 AH/ 817AD,
while the last ones were in 205 AH/ 820 AD after his death.

Keywords: Numismatics, Silver Dirhams, Imam Ali Al-Rida, Ali bin Musa, Al- Mamun

pledged allegiance to the mandate of the Covenant.
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= Tiesenhausen, W., Monnaies des Khalifes Orientaux. (russisch). Saint-Petersburg 1873,
reprint by spink & Son. LTD. London, 1989.
= Tornberg, C. J.: Numicufici Regii Numophylacu Holmiensis. Upsaliae, 1848.
= Walker, John: A Catalogue of Muhammadan Coins in the British Museum: Vol. I. Arab -
Sassanian. London, 1941.
= Spink & Son, Auction 27 Coins of the Islamic World in gold, silver, and copper, 1 June 1988.
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